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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
t tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
enders for Brass supply— 
1. Brass boiler tubes. 
Pper 2. Copper plates. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 9th July, 1901, after which time no tender will be 
received. 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 
relating to Trad Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. — 
Home Enquiries——A correspondent asks for addresses of some 
large hog-killing firms in Canada. 
A 
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A gentleman recently from Canada, well acquainted with the 

uirements of the country, would like to recommend a very well 
established agent there to undertake the sale of draperies, &c. 

Another enquiry has been received for names of Canadian 


shippers of boxwood, shipped in the flat, ready to be put together 


by the purchaser. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian cheese manufacturer desirin 
to ship direct to English importers is prepared to correspond with 
reliable houses in London, Liverpool, and Bristol. 

A Nova Scotian exporter of hard woods, such as birch, beech, 
maple, &c., is prepared to ship large quantities cut to any dimensions 
desired. He can also supply chair seats, &c. 

Foreign Enquiries—A German firm having experience of the 


trade is prepared to negotiate with Canadian wood pulp manufac- 
turers with a view to representing them on the Continent. 

Inquiry is made by an agent established at Ghent for names of 
Cc ian firms desiring representation in Belgium. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 


relating to Trade. may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A Liverpool firm desires the names of Canadian 
shippers of asbestos. 

A firm engaged in the general merchandise import and export 
trade would like to hear from Canadian firms seeking representa- 
tion in the United Kingdom. 

Canadian Enquiry—A Canadian manufacturer of wood rims, 
plumbers’ wood supplies, blocks, dowels, &c., invites correspondence 
from United Kingdom buyers of these goods. 

Other Colonial Enquiry—A house at Johannesburg (South 
Africa) asks for addresses of Canadian producers of evaporated 
vegetables. 


GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General reports that it has recently been 
stated that the German Government has 

eee — contributed a certain sum towards the costs of 
Vv ing experiments which are being made in Germany 

<> ae for providing fishing (sailing) vessels with 


auxiliary screw propellers worked by petroleum as motive power. 
Such an arrangement would, it is thought, be of great advantage, 
for the fishing vessels would thus be able to fish during complete 
calm, and whilst earning more in this way, would also be able to 
convey their catch more quickly than at present to market. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,628.) ; 
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NETHERLANDS. 
The “ Journal of Commerce” (New York) of 15th ult., announces 
that the Enschedesche Machinenfabrik in 
cons Yzergietery is the name of a company just 
edited formed at Enschede, Holland, for the purpose 
of establishing iron foundry and boiler-making works at that 


place. The capital of the company is about 40,0001. 


The Secretary of State for Poreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, stating 
that tenders are invited by the Netherlands 
Ministry for the Colonies, to be received 
not later than the 3lst July, for the supply of 
the following articles for the State railways in 


Java : —Metal work for 100 closed goods vans and 50 open goods 
trucks, both with brakes (contract No. 272, price 8s. 4d.); material 


for altering existing metal frames to similar metal frames with 
greater distance between axles (contract No. 271, price 2s. 6d.) ; 
metal work, screw piles, and bolts for the foundations of a light- 
house (contract No. G 6, price 2s. 6d.); screw piles and screw 
bolts (contract No. H 6, price 1s. 8d.); galvanised iron wire 
(contract No. K 6, price 10d.); galvanised beams, poles, and 
hangers for the Government telegraph service in Netherlands 
India (contract No. L 6, price 1s, 84.) ; also 3,075 tons of asphalted 
iron pipes for the waterworks at Soerabaya (price of contract 
As. 2d.). 


Copies of the particulars respecting these contracts may be had 
from M. Nyhoff, bookseller, The Hague, at the prices mentioned. 


Tenders for 
Materials for 
State Railways 
in Java, 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, stating 


Tenders for that tenders are invited by the Municipality of 


oa a Amsterdam, to be received not later than the 2nd 
al ars ane September, for the supply of electrical tram- 
mts | carriages arranged for above-ground supply of 


electricity, and for about 5,000 tons of grooved 
rails for tramways with necessary appurtenances. 

Particulars may be obtained from the Director of the Municipal 
Tramways, Nieuwe Achtergracht, No. 164, Amsterdam. 


SPAIN. 

The “ Madrid Gazette” of 24th ult. contains a notice confirming 
: the concession for a tramline worked by animal 
oe me power in the city of Corunna to the author of 
scent the original petition for the concession, Don José 
Lopez Cortén y Vigueira (see notice on page 2 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 4th April last), no other proposal having been 

received. 


a2 
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The same “Gazette ” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
Outen 6 will be opened on 24th ult., at noon, in the 
baal office of the Port Works Committee in Corunna, 
Steam 8. to supply two steam cranes to lift 3,000 
kilogrammes each, and with three steel boilers of 750 litres capacity, 
for the discharge of coal. A provisional deposit of 1,000 pesetas, 
or about 291. 7s. per crane with its accessories is required to 
qualify any tender. The upset price of each crane with its access- 
ories must not exceed, including transport, discharge in Corunna, 
Custom-house dues, expenses of mounting, trials, painting, as well 
as cost of the three rotatory boilers of 750 litres capacity, 20,800 
pesetas, or about 610/. A full statement of the conditions of the 
contract may be seen at the Secretariat of the above named 
Committee. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 26th ult. contains a notice calling for 
t fi tenders, which will be opened on Ist prox. 
Contrac m4 at 11 a.m., for the supply of 54,000 kilogs. 
Waste Woo wool waste (of that known as “ factory wool ”) 
to the Central Military Supply Establishment. A statement of 
the conditions of the contract, as well as of the upset price and 
amount of provisional deposit, may be seen in the office of the 
- above establishment (where the tenders will be opened on the date 
above-named) any working day this month. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 27th ult. contains a Royal Order 

authorising the acquisition by direct treaty of 

coe er 2,000 telegraph posts required by the Directorate- 

Telegraph Posts. General of Posts and Telegraphs for the most 
urgent general repair work on the telegraph lines. 


The ‘‘ Mad-id Gazette” of 28th ult. contains a notice calling for 
tenders, for presentation up to 13th inst., for 
Contract for Iron of iron and special pieces 
Piping. needed for watering the high road of Estre- 
madura and part of the Guindalera. The sheet of conditions 
relative to the contract is on view in the Secretariat of the 
Municipal Council of Madrid. A provisional deposit of 5 per 
cent. of the cost of the piping and pieces offered is required to 
qualify any tender. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 30th ult. contains a notice confirming 
the concession, without subvention, for 99 years, 
subject to certain conditions set forth in the 
“Gazette,” for a narrow gauge railway from 


Concession for a 
Narrow Gauge 


Railway. Puente Nuevo (Villaocrid, Province of Lugo) 
to Puerto Estrccho (Ribadeo), to the fociedad Minera de 
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Villaodrid. (See notice of the construction of an iron pier at 

Puerto Estrecho in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 20th ult., 
654, 

. The Me Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen 

on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 

of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 

of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The “Levant Herald” of 14th ult. announces that the Turkish 
Dockyard Con- Ministry of Marine has been authorised, by 


: Imperial Iradé, t> establish a dockyard on the 
struction on the ed Sea Coast. 


Red Sea Coast. 


MOROCCO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Mogador reports that last year the 
exports to Hamburg amounted to 134,7141., 
Competition in the against 128,352/. to London. Thus Germany 
P vt Trad takes the first place. The Germans are 
Expert Trade. gradually getting hold of Mogador produce for 
their market, and the reasons are not far to seek. On the German 
market goods were sold quicker, expenses and charges were less 
in Hamburg than in London. Again, Hamburg formerly used 
to be supplied from the United Kingdom, whereas now it is 
directly supplied by German boats or by transhipment via 
London, Houses in Germany also are doing their utmost to 
push their trade; they often do not depend on brokers but 
arrange direct with small retailers in the interior of Germany, 
and they can thus offer easier terms and better prices for produce. 
At the same time it must be remembered that, although the 


German manifests may not show how much produce reaches the 


United Kingdom from Mogador through Hamburg, yet a con- 
siderable quantity of produce is shipped to Hamburg marked 
“ optional,” and it is fair to suppose that a certain amount of this 
finds its way to the United Kingdom through London or possibly 
Hull via Antwerp. (Foreiyn Office, Annual Series, 2,632.) 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The British Vice-Consnl at Inhambane reports as follows :— 
—— ‘This year there has been a very large trade 
a done in ‘ mafoureira,’ a nut containing a large 
as €. percentage of very thick, heavy oil. I am told 


here that this nut cin only be profitably worked at Marseilles, but 
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if lubricants and, I believe, soap and candles, can be made in France 
from ‘ mafoureira,’ why can it not be done also in the United 
Kingdom ? ‘The supply is practically unlimited, the tree bearing 
the nut grows wild all over the country, it can be bought here 
for very little more than a 3d. per kilog. (about 42s. a ton), and it 
sells in Marseilles for 8/. per ton. Freight on this produce to 
Marseilles comes to 50s. per ton, a rate which, owing to want of 
competition, is excessive.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,630.) 


Note —Small bags of samples of the nut will be sent to manufacturers on 
application being made at the office of the Consulate. 


PERSIA. 


The British Assistant Political Agent in the Bahrain Islands in 
. his recent report writes as follows :—“ A 
— reference to the trade statistics of previous 
Soom. years will show that there is a growing 
demand in all descriptions of cotton piece-goods, and this fact 
ought to be of interest to manufacturers and merchants in India 
as well as in the United Kingdom, whose attention I would par- 
ticularly draw to the study of the requirements of this important 
market which in time, it ts expected, will develop considerably. 

“T have been informed by the only native merchant, who im- 
ports direct from the United Kingdom, and does business in El 
Hassa, that he makes an average profit of about 35 per cent. on 
his transactions. It has also been brought to my notice that some 
Manchester prints, bought in the Basreh bazaar by an enterprising 
native, found a ready sale, which has encouraged him to repeat 
the transaction on a larger scale.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,631.) 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


SERVIA. 


A despatch dated 14th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Consul at Belgrade, reporting 

gy ia that a notice was issued a few days ago in the 
* - “Official Gazette” by the Servian Ministry of 


Commerce to the effect that Monsieur A. Vaillant, ‘‘Conseiller du 
Commerce extérieur de la France,” has opened in Belgrade a 
depét of samples of French goods, and offers to deal, free of charge, 
with any samples of Servian produce for which an opening may be 
desired in the French market. 
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The Consul adds, that he finds, on enquiry, that. whilst Monsieur 
Vaillant’s enterprise is of a private nature, as far’as his’ business 
connections are concerned, and he is not in receipt of any subsidy 
from the French Government, the latter has lent him countenance 
to the extent of according him the honorary title of ‘“ Conseiller 
du Commerce,” and permission to name his depdt ‘ Musée 
@’échantillons du Commerce et de l'industrie Francaise.” In 
return for this privilege, Monsieur Vaillant must report to the 
French Government on matters of practical interest connected with 
Servian trade and commerce, and his conduct of business is subject 
to the supervision of the French Legation at Belgrade. 

The moral support of the French Ministry of Commerce 
has already proved a factor of value to Monsieur Vaillant, and his 
experiment appears to be worthy of some attention. 

Monsieur Vaillant, who has several years’ experience as an agent 
in Servia, states that his business is conducted strictly on the 
ready money principle. 

A subsequent despatch, dated 19th ult., from H.M. Minister at 
Belgrade, states that there is a Servian Commercial Museum at 
Pesth and a corresponding institution in Belgrade, by means of 
which a considerable amount of trade is carried on between the 
two countries. 

These establishments have existed for some years, although an 
attempt to found a similar one for promoting trade with Italy did 
not have satisfactory results. Alluding to Monsieur Vaillant’s 
enterprise just referred to, Sir G. F. Bonham remarks that this 
enterprising Frenchman also represents the well-known Paris 
establishment the “Printemps.” Permission has been obtained from 
the Servian Government for the importation of patterns free of 
duty. H.M. Minister goes on to say :— 

“T should mention that the Minister of Commerce recently, in 
alluding to his wish to attract English capital into Servia, 
mentioned that previously to the construction of the railway when 
goods were impcrted by sea, there were large extents of country 
where British trade was predominant, which are now overrun by 
commercial travellers from Germany and elsewhere whose goods 
replace those from the United Kingdom. 

“The diminished imports to the Turkish province are generally 
ascribed to the high’ railway rates charged on the Salonica Railway. 
It is therefore a satisfactory indication to find that a well- 
known firm of Vienna agents have recently obtained a reduction 
in the rates charged for goods, principally cotton, sent in consign- 
ments of 5,000 or 10,000 kilogs.” 


. 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE PERSIAN GULF PORTS.* 


The following table, based on statistics furnished by H.M. 
Consul-General at Bushire for the year 1900 shows the value of 
the import and export trade of the Persian Gulf ports for that year 


_ as compared with the two previous years :— 
Trade of the Persian Gulf. 


Imports. Exports. 
Ports. 
1898. 1899, 1900. 1898. 1899, 1900. 
£ £ £ £ 
Bunder-Abbas— 
India... ---| 338,000 | 435,000 | 204,000 112,000 | 108,000 86,000 
United Kingdom; 83,000 86,000 70,000 1,000 1,000 6,000 
Other countries ..| 28,000 25,000 65,000 74,000 95,090 11,000 
Total 449,000 | 546,000 | 339,000 187,000 | 202,000 | 103,000 
Lingah— 
India... ---| 347,000 | 306,000 | 238,000 || 284,000 | 265,000 | 214,060 
United Kingdom — — -~—— 3,000 4,000 3,000 
Other countries | 294,000 | 306,000 | 263,000 | 284,000 | 282,000 | 251,000 
Total ...| 641,000 | 612,000 | 501,000 |} 571,000 | 551,000 | 470,000 
Bushire— 
India... ..-| 230,000 | 225,000 | 278,000 73,000 95,000 | 136,0C0 
United Kingdom) 402,000 | 442,000 | 715,000 115,000 78,000 | 155,0c0 
Other countries 211,000 250,000 | 330,000 || 239,00u 419,000 
Total 843,000 | 917,000 }1,323,000 || 427,000 | 529,000 | 710,009 
Mohammerah— 
80,000 | 117,000 132,000 15,000 31,000 69,060 
United Kingdom} 54,000 74,000 | 119,000 8.000 11,000 13,000 
Other countries 23,000 55,000 10,000 17,000 33,000 
Total 157,000 | 246,000§| 341,000§] 33,000 | 59,000 | 115,000 ‘ 
Total of Above Ports| 
India... ---| 995,000 |1,083,000 | 852,000 || 484,000 | 497,000 | £07,C00 
United Kingdom| 539,000 | 602,C00 | 904,000 127,000 94,000 | 177,000 
Other countries ..| 556,000 | 636,000 | 748,000 || 607,000 | 750,000 | 714, 09 
Total ...|2,090,000 |2,321,000 |2,504,000 |/1,218,000 1,341,000 |1,398,0L0 
Total trade of Pertal 
rain and the Ports ‘ 
en ten Genet 877,000 | 985,000 | 710,000 | 883,000 (1,219,000 | 804,000 
of the Gulf { 
Total, Persian Gulf |2,967,000 |3,306,000 3,214,000 |/2,101,000 |2,560,000 |2,202,000 


* For previous articles on the Persian Gulf and Maskat, see the “Board of 
Trade Journal” for 3rd January last, December, 1899, February, 18¢9, and 
March, 1898. 

+ Chiefly with the ports of the Arab Coast of the:Gulf. 

t Chiefly opium to China, 

§ Including the value of goods transhipped to ports on the Riyer Karun. 


: 
q 
| 
i] 
| 
| 
| 
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Of the ports in the above table, Bunder Abbas and Lingah, the 
nearest to India, have a preponderance of trade with that country, 
and Lingah, in addition, monopolises most of the trade to and 
from the opposite coast of the Gulf with what are known as the 
Arab ports. Mohammerah, on the Shat-el-Arab, the river which 
unites the two streams of the Euphrates and the Tigris, is princi- 
pally a port of entry for goods going to Baghdad and Basrah, and 
to Ispahan via Shushtar, and also for European goods intended for 
Koweit. 

Bushire, however, is the most important trading station in the 
Gulf, and that which enjoys the greatest share of trade with the 
United Kingdom. The following table is given to compare the 
trade of this port for the year 1900 with that of the two preceding 
years, and it shows the percentage of the total value of the 
import and export trade of the Gulf with India, the United 
Kingdom and other countries, in each of the years 1898, 1899, and 
1900, distinguishing Bushire and other Persian Gulf ports :— 


Imports. | Exports. 


1898, 1899, 1900. | 1898. 1899. 1900. 


Bushire. Per cent. Per cent. ‘Per cent.| Per cent.|Per cent. 


United Kingdom... 476 «432 | «540 27-0 
India... | | SIO 171 180 | 191 


| 
| 
Total British Possessions) 748 | 750 441 32°7 40°9 
Other countries 252 | 25°0 | 559 67:3 591 


100°0 | 100-0 100°0 | 1000 100°0 100-0 


All other Ports of the. 


Persian Gulf.* | | 
United Kingdom 160: 2-0 3-2 


India... 613 | 611 486 | 52:0 49°5 53°9 


Total British Possessions 72°2 | 72-4 646 | 535 515 57-1 
Other countries 35°4 | 46°5 485 42°9 
1000 | 100°0 1000 | 100-0 109°0 
| | 


* Exclusive of Bahrain and the ports of the Arab Coast. 


The decrease in the percentage of imports into Bushire from 
“ other countries” in 1900, as compared with 1899, is principally 
due to smaller shipments from Persian ports, and to the trade with 
Turkey having also decreased. The imports from Russia into 
Bushire which were valued at 2,117/. in 1896, fell to 7501. in 
1897, increased to 38,7191. in 1898, fell again to 1,500/. in 1899, 
and finally are shown as nil in 1900. British trade is still 
predominant. The value of the total imports for 1900 was 
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1,823,000/.,:as compared with 917,000/. in 1899, and 843,0001. in 
1898. . The value of the imports from the United Kingdom and 
India in 1900 amounted to 75 per cent. of the whole trade of the 
port, as compared to 72:7 per cent. in 1899. It may be noted that 
the imports into Bushire from France, which steadily declined from. 
99,0007. in 1896 to 56,0001. in 1897 and 34,000/. in 1898, rose to 
52,0001. in 1899, and to 105,000J..in 1900. 

_ As regards the exports from Bushire in 1900 in the above table, 
the “other countries” are principally China, Egypt, and Turkey. 
China always leads in the value of the exports, the principal article 
being Persian opium. 

H.M. Consul-General in his report states that there were 
marked signs of improvement in trade both in imports and exports 
daring- the year -under review, owing to the gradual recovery of 
the country from the effects of the previous year’s scarcity, brought 
on by scanty rainfall. 

The imports into Bushire improved to the extent of 406,000I., 


_ while those into Lingah declined by 110,000/., as will be seen 


on reference to the table on p. 8. The articles which chiefly 
contributed to increase Bushire imports are candles, cotton 
piece-goods, drugs, and medicines, yarn and twist, glass and glass- 
ware, gold lace and thread, hardware, indigo, matches, metals, 
kerosene oil, porcelain and chinaware, loaf and soft sugar, woollen 
goods and specie. The items showing decrease in Lingah imports 
are dates, grain and pulse, pearls and specie. 

The exports from Bushire improved by 180,989/., under the 
heads of cotton, almonds, wheat, gum, opium, tobacco, carpets, 
and specie, while those from Lingah decreased by 81,787/., under 
the Leads of grain and pulse, pearls and specie. 

The grain crop of the year was abundant, but the prices did 
not fall to a safficient extent to encourage exportations being 
undertaken in any large scale, and the shipments made to London 
by the leading British firms proving unremunerative, further 
operations in that direction were discontinued. 

The heavy decline both in the imports into and exports from 
Lingah is due to the failure of the pearl fishery on the Arab 
Coast of the Gulf. The import of pearls declined by nearly 
53,6661., and the exports by 43,333/. The importance of Lingah 
as a commercial port is entirely dependent upon the prospects of 
the pearl fisheries on the Arab Coast, and any failure or success 
in these operations directly affects the interests of that port, as it 
is used as an entrepét for trade operations all over the Arab Coast, 
and the product of the pearl fisheries is brought to it for exportation 
abroad. From various reports received from the Residency 
Agents at Lingah and on the Arab Coast it was apprehended that 
the take during the year would be very limited. The apprehen- 
sion has been unfortunately realised, and the operations which 
were undertaken resulted in the output of pearls of very small 


| 
| 
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sizes unsuited to the requirements of the market abroad. Mr. 
Gaskin, the Assistant Political Agent, in his report on the Bahrein 
trade, mentions that one of the principal pearl banks to the north 
of the Bahrein Islands was found diseased, and that the pearl 
fishery there proved a failure. 

The imports of cotton piece-goods into Bushire increased by 
134,463. over the previous year, and though the importers did not 
realise profits to any appreciable extent, they succeeded in disposing 
of the accumulated stocks of the previous years. The high prices 
ruling in Manchester for a portion of the year gave a welcome relief 
to the merchants in Bushire, who, on the whole, are said to have 
realised invoice prices. Brisk business was done at paying rates 
in Turkey-red twills and black twills, which for some time past had 
been neglected. Grey Mexicans, too, were in much demand, and 
handsome profits were realised, especially by such merchants as had 
contracted for them in advance at comparatively lower rates. 

In hardware and cutlery imports the increase is chiefly in iron 
rails, tacks, knitting and sewing machines, wires, and anchors. 
One noticeable feature in this trade is the increase in the import of 
knitting machines for socks, &c., owing to the people in the 
interior having found them very handy and useful. 

Copper, tin, iron, and brass imports all show a substantial 
increase, due to the people being now in a position to replace their 
wares which they had to part with during the previous years of 
scarcity. 

Shipping.—The shipping of the Persian Gulf ports, viz., Bunder 
Abbas, Lingah, Bushire, Mohammerah, Bahrain, and the ports 
of the Arab Coast is very largely in the hands of British ship 
owners, as seen in the following table, which shows the tonnage 
of vessels entered and cleared at all the above-named places, 
guamenishing British vessels, in the years 1897, 1898, 1899 and 
1900 :— 


| 
Year. British. | Others. Total. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1897 808,120 172,259 980,379 
1898 907,801 177,800 1,085,601 
1899 923,453 199,098 1,122,551 
1900 971,654 204,525 | 1,176,179 


From the above table it will be seen that in 1899, British 
shipping embraced 82:2 per cent. of the total tonnage entered and 
cleared at Persian Gulf ports, and in 1900 this percentage rose 
to 82°6. 

For notes on the gum industry and the Customs administration 
of the Persian Gulf ports, see pp. 48 & 49. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CANALS IN 
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, 


A despatch dated 17th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, enclosing a memorandum 
by the British Commercial Attaché at that Embassy, giving 
the following digest of the Austrian Canal Bill which has passed 
both Houses of the Legislature, and received the Imperial assent. 

The Law, which is dated 11th June, 1901, authorises and 
prescribes the construction of the following navigable canals :— 

1. From the Danube to the Oder. 

2. From the Danube to the Moldau at Budweis, with canalisation 
of the Moldau from Budweis to Prague. — 

3. From the Danube-Oder Canal to the Middle Elbe, with 
canalisation of the Elbe from Melnik to Jaromer. 

4. From the Danube-Oder Canal to the Vistula and Dniester. 

The provinces (Linder) through which canals or portions of 
canals are to pass, or through which the rivers to be regulated flow, 
are each to pay a yearly contribution calculated to defray interest 
and amortisation on one-eighth part of the capital to be expended 
on the canal, portion of canal or river regulated in the province 
interested. 

These yearly contributions are only to cease when the income 
from the canal in question, after deducting the cost of its up-keep, 
has exceeded during two consecutive years the sum required for 
meeting the interest and amortisation on capital expended. 

The direction of the work of construction is to be entrusted to a 
Commission consisting of experts and representatives of the 
districts interested. Half of the members of the Commission are 
to be nominated by the Government and the other half by the 
provinces concerned. In appointing the Commission consideration 
is to be equally given to the interests of trade, industry, agriculture 
and labour. 

The administration of the canals, as well as the fixing and 
levying of a tariff of dues, devolves upon the State. In fixing the 
tariff, the fullest consideration is to be given to the adequate pro- 
tection of all home production. 

A period of three years is to be allowed for the elaboration of 
all necessary details, plans and specifications, all expenditure in 
this connection to appear in the annual budget without recourse to 
any special credit. 

By 1904 the actual construction of the canals is to be commenced, 
and the work must be completed within 20 years of that date, that 
is by 1924. 

The canalisation of the rivers is to be begun at latest with the 
construction of the canals. 

Both in the construction of the canals and regulation of the 
rivers native labour and native industry are to be employed, so far 
as this is compatible with the solid progress of the work. 
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In drawing off water or deviating water-courses for the use of 
the canals, due care is tc be taken that agricultural interests should 
not suffer, and further that the demands of consumption should in 
no way be prejudiced. 

The cost of the undertaking, in so far as the same is not met by 
provincial subscriptions, is to be defrayed by the issue of a 
4 per cent. State Loan (Crown Rentes) redeemable in 90 years. 
Between 1904 and 1912 the issue of 250,000,000 crowns, or about 
10,400,000/. sterling, is authorised by the present law. 

Of this sum, an amount not exceeding 75,000,000 crowns, or 
3,125,0001. sterling, is to be devoted to the regulation of the rivers 
included in the scheme, situated in Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia, 
Galicia, Lower and Upper Austria. 

By 1912 fresh legislative measures are to to be passed for 
raising the funds necessary for the completion of the work. 

This supplementary sum is roughly estimated at about 500,000,000 
crowns, or about 20,000,000/. sterling, so that the total cost of the 
projected canals is expected to reach the vast sum of some 
30,000,000/. sterling. 


TRADE OF HAMBURG IN 1900. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg reports that, as will be seen 
from the two following tables, there was again last year a consider- 
able increase over the preceding year in the total values of both the 
imports and exports at that port ; the increase in the former having 
been 14,527,0471., and in the latter 10,034,9781., viz. :— 


Imports into Hamburg. (By Sea.) 


1898. 1899. 1900. 
Imports, 
Quantity. | Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
| Cwts. £ Cwts. £ Cwts. £ 
Articles of food _...| 59,915,509 | 35,791,087 | 53,895,317 | 30,960,610 | 51,520,022 | 35,136,931 
Building materials 
and fuel ... ...| 45,583,590 | 1,937,686 | 52,751,399 | 2,234,822 | €4,100,054 3,446,570 
Raw materials and 
- manufac- 
tured goods «.| 65,005,134 | 51,296,122 | 69,262,268 | 54,066,917 | 72,295,380 | 61,677,359 
Textilemanufactures 702,798 3,291,424 585,773 3,120,522 828,128 3,617,435 
Other industrial pro- 
ductions ... 3,495,255 | 6,452,616 | 3,788,826 | 6,894,126 | 4,328,470 | 7,925,749 
Total... —_... | 174,702,286 | 98,768,935 | 180,283,583 | 97,276,997 | 193,072,054 | 111,803,044 


13 ) 
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Exports from Hamburg. (By Sea.) 


1898. 1899. 1900. 
Exports. | 
Quantity. | Value. Quantity. | Value. Quantity. Value. 
Cwts. £ Cwts. £ Cwts. £ 
Articles of food ...| 37,254,201 | 26,432,863 | 39,307,164 | 26,683,200 | 40,828,130 | 29,075,534 
Building materials | 
andfucl .., a 8,610,707 749,209 | 8,644,746 848,727 9,306,290 912,558 


Raw materials ard | 
tured goods _ ...| 23,370408 | 19,594,219 | 24,194,578 | 22,945,869 | 28,158,610 | 25,365,058 
Textile manufactures 972,100 8,288,026 | 998,644 9,031,326 1,336,500 | 10,821,602 
Other industrial pro- | 
ductions ... - 7,617,133 | 18,140,259 8,465,849 | 19,232,014 | 10,168,910 | 22,601,362 


Total... ...| 77,824,549 78,204,576 | 81,611,981 | 78,741,136 89,798,440 | 88,776,114 


With regard to the import trade of Hamburg last year, the 
above figures show that there was a proportionate increase, as 
compared with the year 1899, both in the volume and in the value 
of the various descriptions of imports, excepting only foodstuffs, of 
which last year’s importations experienced a large augmentation 
in value, but a diminution in volume. 

From the figures relating to the export trade of Hamburg in 
1900, as compared with the preceding two years, it will be gathered 
that all the different classes of goods shared in the general increase 
last year, but that the increase was comparatively greatest in the 
exportation of industrial productions (not comprising textile 
manufactures. ) 

The respective share taken by-the principal countries in the 
import and export trade of Hamburg in 1900, as compared with 
the preceding year, is shown by the two following tables :-— 


Imports (by Sea) into Hamburg. 


1899. 1900. 
Imported. 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
Cwts. £ Cwts. £ 
United Kingdom ... .--| 60,471,197 | 20,629,761 71,396,588 | 22,272,157 
British India 10,632,697 7,225,487 9,314,956 8,219,333 
Cape Colony ais oes 261,609 864,611 107,292 252,403 
Australia and New Zealand 899,975 1,571,176 777,630 2,440,876 
Total, British Empire) 71,668,478 | 30,291,065 81,596,466 | 33,184,769 
Europe (other than United 
Kingdom) 32,751,676 18,019,919 86,004,598 21,719,573 
United States of America 46.147.486 | 21,862,639 42,095,090 | 23,700,649 
South America... 23,337,946 20,372,619 25,909,464 25,006,894 
Africa (other than Cape 
Colony) ... 8,895,337 3,375,423 4,837,880 4,465,477 
Asia (other than British | 
India) he ‘ 2,483,260 3,355,332 2,628,556 3,726,682 


Totals 180,283,583 97,276,997 193,072,054 | 111,804,044 
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Exports (by Sea) from Hamburg. 


1899. 1900. 
Countries to which 
Quantity. Value. Quantity, Value. 
| 
Cwts. £ | Cwts. 
United Kingdom .. 20,595,414 | 21,301,797 |) 21,855,910 | 21,334,790 
British India | 1,371,856 | 1,952,424 | 2,362,065 
British North America ...| 1,255,355 827,805 | 1,029,214 662,609 
Cape Colony : 567,963 707,840 837,572 833,085 


Australia and New Zealand 1,832,392 1,420,491 


‘Total British Empire ...| 26,287,450 | 25,629,789 
Europe (other than United 


2,019,932 | 1,643,789 
27,195,052 | 26,836,338 


- Kingdom) 29,914,360 | 26,828,595° || 30,986,966 | 29,060,603 
United States of America 12,185,006 8,119,133 15,622,166 | 10,833,245 
South America... «| 7,626,228 | 10,894,200 9,455,742 | 13,584,850 
Africa gee than Cape 

Colony) .. 2,336,637 2,788,044 2,545,880 3,091,127 
Asia (other ‘than. ‘British 

India) ... 3,262,300 4,481,374 | 3,992,634 5,369,951 


Totals ... 81,611,981 | 78,741,136 || 89,796,440 | 88,776,114 


It is interesting to note that during the last five years the total 
annual volume of the imports from the United Kingdom to 
Hamburg has increased from 46,972,996 cwts. (value 20,497,193.) 
in 1896 to 71,416,598 cwts. (value 22,272,157/.)in 1900; and whilstthe 
annual imports of coal aloneincreased from 35,000, 216 to 58,538,416 
cwts., the importations of all other kinds of goods has increased 
only from 11 ,972,780 to 12,878,182 cwts., or from 19,458,9101. to 
19,481 ,5251. 

With regard to the increase which took place in 1900, as com- 
pared with the previous year, in imports other than coal from 
the United Kingdom, it appears from statistics furnished by the 
Hamburg authorities, that this increase was due to more extensive 
importations of the following goods, viz.:—Pig-iron and smelting 
iron, tin, hides, skins, sulphate of ammonia, cottonseed and 
palm oil, cotton waste, jute, packing cloth, sacks, linen, textile 
goods, hosiery, india-rubber . goods, paper, and some sorts of 
machinery. On the other hand, some important articles of import 
from the United Kingdom experienced a more or less considerable 
falling-off, viz. :— Coffee, chemical products, iron in bars and plates, 
tinned iron sheets, steel plates, copper, train oil, linseed oil, wool, 
cotton, yarns of cotton, jute and linen, woollen and cotton textile 
goods, and stoneware. The imports of other articles, not com- 
prised in those enumerated above, were about the same in volume 
and value in 1900 as in the previous year. 

The increase in last year’s exports from Hamburg to the United 


16 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 4, 1901, 


Trade of Hamburg in 1900. 


Kingdom, as compared with the figures for 1899, was not a large 
one, amounting in volume to 760,496 cwts., and in value to 32,9931. 

The articles which contributed chiefly towards the increase of 
the exports last year were :—Rice, barley, nitrate, chemical 
products, copper, waste salt, clover seed, wool, wooden manufactures, 
paper, glass bottles, porcelain, superior iron goods and explosives ; 
at the same time the following more important articles of export 
from Germany experienced a falling-off, as compared with 1899, 
viz. :—Raw and crystallised sugar, fresh fruit, potato flour and 
starch, eggs, zinc, palm oil, rags, cotton and linen yarns, woollen 
and part woollen goods, linen goods and hosiery. 

It may be remarked that while the imports into Hamburg from 
the United Kingdom will be seen from the above tables to be less 
in value than those from the United States of America, the volume 
and value of the export trade of Hamburg to the United Kingdom 
exceeds that of the export trade to the United States. Adding the 
value of the import and export trade for each country together, it 
will be found that the total value of the trade between Hamburg 
and the United Kingdom represented last year about 22 per cent. 
of that of the aggregate trade of the port with all countries of the 
world, whilst the value of the trade with the United States 
represented about 17} per cent. 

Considerable interest is taken at Hamburg in the efforts 
which are being made in the United States towards establishing 
(after completion of the’ canal communication between the large 
lakes) direct lines of ocean-going steamers to Hamburg and other 
ports of Europe from inland ports of the American lakes, e.g. Chicago, 
situated in the centre of industrial and agricultural districts. 

The establishment of through traffic by the United States railways 
and special lines of steamers to Europe is also exciting attention 
at Hamburg. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,628.) 


HAMBURG STEAMSHIP COMPANIES. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg reports that all of the large 
Hamburg steamship companies did a good business last year. 

The Hamburg American Steamship Company, the most powerful 
company in existence in so far as regards the aggregate tonnage 
of-its steamer fleet, experienced a considerable increase in the total 
number and tonnage of its vessels during the year 1900, inasmuch 
as by acquisition of the De Freitas Line of steamers (running 
between Hamburg and South America), and by construction of 
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new vessels, about 130,000 tous were added to its fleet. The 
number of steamers actually in employment at the beginning of 
_ the year 1901, which belonged to the Hamburg American Com- 

pany, was 98, of 481,648 tons. To these will be added during the - 
present year 19 steamers of 121,300 tons, as already mentioned 
above ; so that the total number and tonnage of the company’s 
fleet at the end of 1901 will be 117 steamers of 602,948 tons. 
The number of different lines now run by this company, partly 
with its own vessels alone, and in some instances in conjunction 
with those of other companies, is 25. To the lines already running 
from Hamburg (and also one from Stettin)—viz , to New York, to 
Baltimore, to Philadelphia, to Boston, to Montreal, to the West 
Indies, to Mexican ports, to China and other ports of the Far East, 
to the East and the West Coast of South America and from New 
York to Genoa-—there were added last year: a third line between 
Hamburg and New York (in conjunction with the Sloman line), a 
direct line between Hamburg and Northern Brazil, a direct service 
to Mexico, whilst the service between Hamburg and Brazil and 
the River Plate, hitherto performed by the De Freitas Line, is 
likewise now run by the Hamburg American Company in con- 
junction with the Hamburg South American Line. 

It has already been fully reported that a new contract was 
entered into last year between the German Government and the 
Hamburg East Africa Steamship Company (see “ Board of ‘Trade 
Journal ” for 29th November last, pp. 457-9), by which the latter 
has agreed, after Ist April, 1901, to run fortnightly steamers 
carrying the German mails via the Suez Canal and East Africa to 
the Cape of Good Hope, returning thence to Hamburg by the 
West Coast of Africa, Lisbon, &c.; and on the other hand via the 
West Coast to the Cape, returning thence by the East Coast of 
Africa and the Suez Canal; whilst a third, or branch line, will 
be run between Hamburg and East African ports as far as Durban 
via the Suez Canal every month. [or this service and under 
certain further conditions the company will receive from the 
German Government an annual subsidy of 67,500/. <A further 
reference to this subject will be found on p. 29. It may be noted 
that the East African Company is now building two new steamers 
for the new service in addition to the eight it already possesses, 

In connection with the new arrangements of the East Africa 
Line, an agreement was concluded last year by the German 
Government, also with the Woermann Steamship’ Company of 
Hamburg, establishing (1) a new monthly line of steamers from 
Hamburg to Swakopmund and Liideritzbucht in German South- 
West Africa; and (2) a new four-weekly line from Capetown 
to Liideritzbucht and Swakopmund, and back; the company 
agreeing also to place two new steamers of at least 5,000 tons on 
these lines. 
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‘The German: Levant Steamship Company, which in 1899 
increased its capital from 110,000/. to 200,000/., and the number - 
of its steamers from 15 to 20, last year made a contract with the 
German Government, according to which the steamers now carry 
the German parcel:mails to the ports of the Levant. By the 
recent establishment of a new monthly line from Hamburg via 
Antwerp and Lisbon to the coast of Syria, the Levant Company’s 
steamers. now touch, after calling at Malta, at all of the more 
important Eastern Mediterranean ports, including the Black Sea 
and the Sea of Azov. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,628.) 


THE PIECE-GOODS TRADE OF EGYPT. 


The annual report for 1900 of the British Chamber of Commerce 
of Egypt states that a noteworthy feature in the import trade of 
Egypt last year is the decrease in imports of coloured cotton yarns, 
and in connection with this it may be stated that a good deal of 
dyeing of yarns is now done by the Egyptian natives. This is a 
new industry which was introduced by Armenian refugees during 
the last two years, and which is now beginning to be taken up by 
the natives. 

The progress of the Egyptian Cotton Mills, Limited, of Cairo, 
and the Anglo-Egyptian Spinning and Weaving Company, 
Limited, of Alexandria, will be watched with keen interest by all 
connected with the spinning and weaving trades and by importers 
of cotton goods especially, as also by the general public in 
Egypt; the further development of such industries in Egypt 
must necessarily greatly depend upon the results which will 
attend the first few year’s working of these mills. 

In reviewing the year’s trade in Manchester goods, attention 
should be directed in the first place to the complete success with 
which the Irrigation Department met the danger which seemed 
at one time to*threaten all branches of business alike. It was 
greatly feared that the diminished quantity of water coming down 
the river would not suffice for the agricultural needs of the 
country, and that drought, with general failure of crops, would 
be the consequence. The available supply, however, though 
inadequate, was managed with such care and skill that the cotton 
crop was saved and disaster averted 
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The year opened with small stocks in importers’ hands, and with 
arrivals rather below the average, the high level of prices’in 
Manchester having prevented buying on the usual scale. Bat, 
stimulated by favourable demand in Egypt, confidence in home 
quotations began to revive and arrivals to increase, the total 
imports for the year reaching 940 bales more than those for 1899. 
Excepting for a short period, prices have been well maintained 
throughout, and on the whole it may be regarded as a satisfactory 
year for importers. 

The following table shows the imports of Manchester goods 
in each of the last five years :— 


Bales, Cases and 


Years. Packages. 
No. 
1899. ... ove ove 22,753 


- The average for five years 1886-1890 is 16,399 bales, &c. 
1896-1900 is 22,526 ,,_,, 


These figures, which refer to goods of British origin, indicate the 
progress that has been made during the last 15 years. The 
attention of those interested should be directed, however, to the 
increased importation of Italian cotton yarns. It will be seen from 
the following figures that these are competing successfully against 
cotton yarns from Great Britain. 


Imports in— Italian Cotton Yarn. | British Cotton Yarn. 
Bales. Bales. 
1899 ... we 1,180 2,028 
1900 .. 1,671 1,733 


With respect to fancy goods, such as brocades, flannelettes, &c., 
the Customs authorities are to be congratulated on the introduction 
of a new rule bringing within the tariff all goods of this sort, 
irrespective of their place of origin. The adoption of this rule 
removes altogether the objection that, under certain conditions of 
price, goods not within the tariff have an advantage over those 
that are valued at tariff rate. — 

An amendment of the bankruptcy laws was effected during the 
year under review, placing on a more satisfactory basis the relation 
between credit-giving firms and their clients. 
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With regard to textiles in Cairo, the report states that the 
prosperity remarked in last year’s report continued during 1900, 
and it is only to be regretted that the year has ended with distinct 
signs of less prosperous times in the near future. When it is 
borne in mind that the textile trade of Cairo, as well as many 
other Oriental markets, is essentially a stock trade, the native 
having a distinct aversion to providing for his wants more than for 
a very short time ahead, it can be easily understood that in a 
falling market the importing merchant is liable to have a bad 
time, and in a rising market he should be particularly prosperous. 

Generally speaking, the rise in prices of most textile goods was 
checked in the autumn, and this meant also the stopping of any 
but an ordinary merchant’s profit to the importer. 

There is nothing of special importance to notify in regard to 
Continental competition; it has been as active as ever, but 
British products seem to have held their own as in the past. 
Several orders which where given in Italy for prints, flanelettes, 
&c., will not be repeated as the goods did not come up to 
expectations. 

Yorkshire-made cloths, mostly mixed cotton and wool for nen’s 
“abayahs” (the long native cloak) have again been in excellent 
demand, though Meltons have sold very badly except in the wider 
widths, 60-inch and upwards. 

Bankruptcies have been decidedly fewer, and now that the 
Mixed Courts have penal jurisdiction in the case of fraudulent 
bankruptcy, there is no doubt that, provided this power is properly 
used, there will be a marked diminution in such cases in the 
future. Among a certain class of merchants the committing of 
fraudulent bankruptcy had become quite a speculation, and if 
severe punishment be meted out in a few instances of this nature 
it is probable that such speculation would be effectually quashed. 
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H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg states that the total 
importations of raw wool into Germany in 1900 were 21 per 
cent. smaller than in 1899; and while the imports of textile 
goods showed an increase of 11 per cent. last year, the importa- 
tions of woollen yarns experienced a decrease of 6°5 per cent. as 
compared with 1899. 

The exportations of raw wool from Germany were about 8 per 
cent. less than in 1899 ; woollen yarns were exported in about the 
same quantity, but the exports of woollen textile goods showed a 
falling-off of about 2 per cent. As was to be expected, trade with 
Cape Colony suffered severely from the effects of the war in South 
Africa, and only 80,000 bales of Cape wool were imported into 
Germany in 1900, as against 155,000 bales in 1899. 

Though the importance of the German woollen industry, in so 
far as regards the quantity of raw wool consumed in that country, 
is not equal to that of the United Kingdom, it is no longer very far 
behind the latter. The average annual consumption of raw wool 
in both countries, calculated according to the quantity respectively 
produced, imported and exported during the last five years, is 
estimated as follows, viz. :— 


United Kingdom. Germany. 

Cwts. Cwts. 
Production ... 1,230,060 430,000 
Importation ... 6,630,000 3,410,000 
Total... 7,860,000 3,840,000 
Consumption ... mS 4,660,000 3,650,000 


These figures show that the German woollen industry has 
attained to almost three-quarters of the extent of the British. 
But whilst the United Kingdom is able to supply more than 26 
per cent. of its total wool consumption from its domestic wool pro- 
duction, German sheep-breeding is only able to furnish about 12 
per cent. of the quantity of wool consumed annually in that 
country. The number of sheep in the United Kingdom in 1899 is 
given at over 31,000,000 ; the annual wool production varied duri 
the last five years between 135,000,000 and 140,000,000 Ibs. 
(avoir.); the average production per annum having been, therefore, 
137,000,000 to 138,000,000 lbs. of wool. In Germany sheep- 
breeding appears to have been steadily diminishing in extent 
during recent years; for while the number of sheep in 1873 is 
stated to have been 24,999,406, in 1883 only 19,189,715 sheep 
were counted, in 1892 onl 13,589,612, and in December, 1897, 
only 10,866,772 sheep. Figures of a later census have not yet 
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been made public, but it is estimated by good authority that for 
the five years, 1895-99, an annual average of 11,000,000 sheep 
may be considered as approximately correct. 

Germany at present thus produces only about one-third as 
much wool as the United Kingdom. The German textile in- 
dustries, however, consume about the same quantity of foreign- 
grown wool as the British. But here again the United Kingdom 
has the advantage over Germany, for she is able to supply the 
ows proportion of her wants from her own colonies, whilst 

ermany is wholly dependent upon foreign, i.e., non-German 
markets, that is to say,on Australia, Cape Colony, the River Plate, 
as well as on the United Kingdom and France. Under these 
conditions, attention has naturally been of late directed at Hamburg 
and elsewhere to the possibilities of wool production in the German 
possessions of South-West Africa, where the land is said to be 
specially well adapted to sheep and cattle-raising. But this 
territory is at present only in the initial stages of its development, 
and even under the most favourable circumstances it is not likely 
to be able to produce any appreciable quantity of wool for 
exportation to Germany for many years to come. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,628.) 


TIN-PLATE INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 


The record of tin plate prices according to a memorandum 
received by the Board of Trade from the United States Bureau 
of Statistics during the past two years shows a remarkable 
fluctuation, largely due to the unusually high price of 
material in 1900. Quotations for tin plates furnished to the 
Treasury Bureau of Statistics, show the price per box of 100 lbs. 
of tin plates of Bessemer steel in New York in April, 1901, as 
4°20 dols., the uniform price since lst January, 1901 ; in January, 
1900, the price was 5°50 dols., while in January, 1898, it was 
3°80 dols. Meantime the price of Straits tin used in the manu- 
facture of tin plate has increased from 13°82 cents. per lb. in 
January; 1898, to 34°62 cents in July, 1900, and thence downward 
to 26-2 cents on 19th April, 1901, and again advancing to 28°15. 
-cents on Ist June, 1901 ; while steel billets increased in price from 
15 dols. per ton in January, 1898, to 35 dols. per ton in January, 
1900, since which date the price has fluctuated considerably, finally 
becoming practically stationary at 28 dols. per ton in March, 1901. 
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The subjoined table, from the annual report of the American Iron 
and Steel Association, shows the production of tin plates and terne 
plates in the United States during each calendar year from 1892 


to 1900 :— 
Year. Quantity. 

Tons. 
1892... 18,303 
1894.. 74,260 
1895.. 113,666 
1896.. 160,362 
1897. 256,598 
1898. 326,915 
1899. 360,875 
1900. 302,655 


The following table shows the imports of tin plates into the 
United States in each calendar year from 1890 to 1900 :— 


Year, Quantity. Value, 

Tons. Dollars. 
1892 deo 268,472 17,102,487 
1895 one 219,545 11,482,380 
1896 Bits. 119,171 6,140,161 
1897 iss 83,851 4,366,828 


The following table shows the exports of tin plates from the 
United States in the 10 months ended 30th April, 1899, 1900, 


and 1901, respectively :--- 


Ten Months ended 30th April. Quantity. 

Lbs. 
1899... 183,955 
1900... 275,990 
1901... 1,306,100 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Notification (Customs 

Tariff Valuation Circular 10 of 1901) with reference to alum 

of Alum Cake cake, issued by the Government of India on 
‘27th May, 1901. 

The above Circular states that alum cake, being different from, 
and of lower value than, ordinary alum, which is assessed to 
import duty at Rs. 4:8 :0 per cwt., has been classified and assessed, 
when imported into Calcutta, to duty ad valorem, under the 
sub-head, ‘ All other sorts of chemical products and preparations,” 
under No. 10 of Schedule IV. of the Indian Tariff Act 8 of 1894. 

The Governor-General-in-Council has approved of the course 
followed by the Collector of Customs, Calcutta. 


FRANCE. 
With reference to previous notices which have appeared in the 
cit Hinttes “ Board of Trade Journal” relative to the French 
“3 Colonial import duties on “colonial produce ” 
me on” sugar and its derivatives, cocoa and tobacco, the 
; Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, a copy of a Presidential Decree, dated the 27th 
June and published in the “ Journal Officiel” of the 29th ult., 
roviding that the Minimum Tarift rates fixed by the Law of 24th 
Gacue, 1900 (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 8th March, 
1900, pp. 529-530), shall continue to be applicable to these 
articles, if the produce of the following countries, up to and in- 
cluding 23rd February, 1902 ;— ‘get 
British Colonies, Possessions and Protectorates. 


German ” 9 ” 
Danish 
Spanish ” ” ” 
Dutch 
The United States of America. 

Cuba and Porto Rico. 


Republics of Central America. 

Ecuador, Peru and Chile. 

Liberia and the Congo Free State. 

Abyssinia. 

Corea, China and Siam. 

The Philippines. 

It will be seen that Portuguese Colcnies and Pcssessions are 

now omitted from the list of countries entitled to the application 
of the Minimum Tariff in respect of the articles in question. 


other than 


denounced, is as follows :— 
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SPAIN. 


The Spanish “ Gacata de Madrid” of the 28th ult. contains a 
Royal Decree, dated the 19th June, 1901, which 
provides that gasoline, purchased by the State 
for use in the destruction of locusts, shall be 
exempt from consumption duty. 


Exemption from 
Consumption 
Duty of Gasoline. 


GREECE. 
The Italian “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” for June contains 
a translation of a Greek Law, dated the 24th 


Free Importation February last, authorising the free importation 


PS ape into Greece, under temporary admission con- 

Temporary ditions, of the following articles destined for 
Admission Gon. after manufacture :— 

yo (a) Wood for the manufacture of bent-wood 


furniture of different kinds. 

(b) Wood for looking-glass frames. 

(c) Sticks of common wood or common metals for the manu- 
facture of umbrellas and parasols; ribs for the same of wood, iron, 
or other metal, and tissues for covering umbrellas, &c. 

(d) Cardboard and coloured paper for the manufacture of small 
cases for figs, raisins, tobacco, and cigarettes. 

(e) Cardboard and paper for the manufacture of registers, 
envelopes, and notepaper. 

(f) Tissues of silk mixed with other materials, and tissues of 
wool, linen, and cotton, and of silk or cotton elastic, destined for 
the manufacture of cravats. 

(q) Single yarns (Nos. 8-24) for conversion into twisted yarns. 

(h) Sugar for the manufacture of sweets or of candies of lemons, 
oranges, bergamots, cedrats, and wild oranges grown in Greece, and 
from the blossoms of the above-mentioned trees. 

(<) Cotton thread for hosiery and stockings. 


EGYPT. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of the Egyptian 
Valuation Tariffs “ Journal Officiel r for the 17th ult., containing 
for Cattle. Swine the Valuation Tariffs* in use by the Egyptian 
Petrdieem a Customs Authorities for the purpose of asses- 
ar sing Customs duties on live animals of various 

a origins, on petroleum and on indigo. The 

Taviff as to animals, which was to come into force on the 16th ult., 
and remain in operation until the 3lst December next or until 


* For particulars as to the nature of there Egyp'ian Vuluation Ta:iffs, see 
“Board of Trade Journal” fcr 28th February last, p. 517. 
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; ion* 

£Egyptn. Mill. 

eep 0 é 

Cyprus... Swine 2 250 

Sucking pigs 0 220 

Oxen 7 

Russia ase Sheep 0 700 

Oxen 5 500 

Beyrouth eee eee 1 Sheep 0 700 
Oxen 2 750 
| Bengazi, Tripoli (in Barbary), and Darna Sheep 0 600 
a Goats 0 400 
Malta eee ond Swine 4 500 

Buffaloes 5 000 

Anatolia and Turkey in Europe Sheep ; =e 

| Swine 2 250 

Messine, Alexandrette, Lat Oxen 2 500 

Moussul, and Persia ... Sheep 0 700 , 


The Tariff for petroleum, which is given below, was to take effect 
on the 16th ult., and remain in force until the 15th December 
next or until denounced. 


Article. Valuation.* 
Mill 
American petroleum, per case sos ose ove ove ove 195 
“Safety” petroleum, per case 245 
Russian petroleum, per case containing two cans. oo eee oes 145 
per can (not packed in cases)... _ 574 
a 


The Valuation Tariff for indigo was to come into force on the 
20th ult. for a period of 12 months or until denunciation, and is as 


follows :— 
Valuation,* 
Kind of Indigo. per kilog. 
Mill. 
»  Kasr et Wassat ose 330 
Kurpa Madras Aal_... ove ove 235 
Madras Wassat et Kasr wos 235 


* Duty is charged on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. a@/ val. 


| 
i] 
| 
| 
| 
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COLOMBIA. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, trong 
the Foreign Office, of a Colombian Decree, dat 
Tapert Dates Oth April last, fixing the import duties 


on cigars, cigarettes, and tobacco, and cigarette 
paper, at the following rates :— 
English at 
exchange Yabout) 
Pes. Cts, d. 
Cigars... os @-.... 0 1 0 
Tobacco, cut for the manu- 
facture of cigarettes... “ 8 00... 0 0 
Tobacco in other forms ... 
Cigarette paper 0 50... 0 0 
Stamped paper for packets of cigarettes is to continue to be 
dutiable under Class VI. of the Customs Tariff at the rate of 30 
cents per kilog. 


The above rates of duty are not subject to any of the surtaxes 
hitherto imposed. 
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BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


The following eapeen’ Ne — on the Uganda Railway for the 
. month of April last as compared with the corre- 
a sponding month of the previous year is taken 
St Bathe from the “ Official Gazette of the East Africa 

and Uganda Protectorates” for 1st ult. :— 

April, 1901. Rs. 
Coaching traffic, 440 milesopen ... ... 41,402 
Goods trafic 484 ,, 68,464 


Rs. 1,09,866 

April, 1900. 
Coaching traffic, 363 miles open... ... 980,213 
Goods trafic 363 , 17,581 
Rs. 47,794 


Total increase in April, 1901, as compared 
with April, 1900... Rs. 62,072 


RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports that according to 
the official ‘Commercial and Industrial Gazette ” 


am ee of St. Petersburg of 5th/18th ult., passenger 
a” traffic will shortly be opened on the Trans- 


Baikal Railway, At first one train weekly will 
be despatched, with Ist and 2nd class sleeping carriages. This 
service will be increased later to two trains. Through trains can 
be taken from Moscow to Stretensk. The Siberian “ quick ” train, 
in correspondence with the Trans-Baikal train will leave Moscow 
every Wednesday* at 8.35 p.m. (St. Petersburg time), arriving 
at Irkutsk on Thursday of the following week at 6.30 p.m. 
(St. Petersburg time) or 11.26 p.m. (local time), The train re- 
mains the night at Irkutsk. Next day it is conveyed across Lake 
Baikal on the steam ferry “Angara.” Passage nine hours. It 
leaves the other side, Missovoi station, at 6.3 p.m. (St. Petersburg 
time) or 10.59 p.m. (local time), arriving at Stretensk the following 
Monday, 10.37 a.m. (St. Petersburg time), or 4 p.m. (local time). 
The return train from Stretensk leaves at 9.10 a.m. (St. 
Petersburg time) the next day, Tuesday, to catch the train from 
Irkutsk leaving Fridays. The trip from Moscow to Stretensk thus 
takes 11} days. Fare, 1st class (excluding bed linen) to Irkutsk 


* The quick train leaving Moscow every Saturday evening will for the present only 
go as far as Irkutsk. 


| 
q 
i 
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89 rbls. 40 cop. (91. 9s.), and from Irkutsk to Stretensk 23 rbls. 
50 cop. (21. 10s.), or total 112 rbls. 90 cop. (111. 19s.). ‘For this 
sum passengers can avail themselves of beautifully-arranged sleeping 
cars and of the train restaurant.” 

The voyage from Stretensk to Khabarovsk by the Amour takes 
about a week. Fare, 1st class, 42 rbls, 32 cop. (41. 10s.). From 
Khabarovsk to Vladivostock (by the Ussurian Railway) 32 hours. 
Fare, 16 rbls. 50 cop. (11. 15s.). Thus the whole journey from 
Moscow to Vladivostock will now take 19 days. First-class fare, 
171 rbls. 72 cop., or 181. 3s. 6d. 

By sea from Odessa to Vladivostock, in the Volunteer Fleet 
Steamers, the voyage takes not less than six weeks. Fare, saloon, 
with food, 500 rbls. (521. 19s.). ‘The journey over land is thus 
cheaper, much shorter, and probably more comfortable than by sea.” 


_ GERMANY. 
With reference to the notice on pp. 457-9 of the ‘ Board of Trade 
Subsidised 8.8. Journal” for 29th November last, a despatch 
Gandentaiiantiies dated 22nd ult. has been received at the Foreign 
with East Africa. Office, from H.M. Charge d’Affairs at Berlin, for- 
warding a memorandum by the Commercial 
Attaché to the Embassy, which states that the contract of 21st 
July, 1900, between the Imperial Government and the German 
East African Steamship Company, for a fortnightly subsidised 
service right round the African Continent from Hamburg, and with 
a branch service, every four weeks, to Beira and back via the Suez 
Canal, has been modified to a certain extent by a Supplementary 
Contract submitted to the Bundesrath for their approval. It is 
therein provided that in lieu of the provisions of Article 1 (“ A’’) 
of the original contract, two separate direct services every four 
weeks, one on the east and the other on the west coast, are to be 
established, which shall meet at some point (Durban) so as still to 
serve all the ports mentioned under “A.” During this modified 
service, ships of lower speed (Article 2, Section 2, of Original 
Contract) can be employed. The subsidy, however, remains the 
same for this temporary greatly reduced frequency of com- 
munication. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg reports that the total amount 


a of seamen’s wages remitted to the United 


" Kingdom through the office of the Hambur 
Consulate-General last year was 19,2158 
Eiestees: tom sterling, a decrease of 7,2371, as compared with 

the previous year. Of this total sum sent 

8: home by seamen in 1900, 10,2901. were 

remitted according to the old system of seamen’s foreign money 
orders, and 8,925l. were remitted according to the Board of Trade 
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transmission system, which has been in force for about 3} years 
| at Hamburg. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,628.) 


In the same report the Consul-General states that German trade 
with South Africa—that is to say, with all those 


is oar ¢ parts belonging to the United Kingdom— 
aan naturally suffered last year from the war, } 
South Senn 7m whilst the export trade of Hamburg to Portu- 


guese South-Kast Africa was very active. It is 
confidently expected that after the restoration 
of peacc in South Africa, German trade with 
that country will experience a considerable development, more 
| especially in consequence of the establishment of the new steamer 
| line round the Cape, which has received an increased subsidy 
| from the German Government. [See “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
for 2nd May last, p. 259.] At present Hamburg has almost 
the monopoly of the German trade with East and South Africa. 


consequence of 
new S.S. Service. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg reports that there are at present 
.,-, ten large open or tidal dock basins in the port of 
which, together with the remaining 
° baad area of water, in so far as the same is avail- 
able for sea-going vessels, cover a total superficial area of 332 
acres. The free port district of Hamburg covers a superficial area of 
about 2,568 acres (four square miles), and comprises all of the 
above described docks for sea-going vessels in the port, as wellas a 
further extent ofthe harbour. In it is likewise comprised the land 
on which are situated the quays and the large warehouses owned by 
the “ Hamburg Warehouse Company.” Besides these and certain 
other buildings belonging to the Hamburg State, there are also a 
number of industrial establishments in the free port district, 
amongst which may be mentioned distilleries, refineries, cookeries, 
paraffin and vaseline factories, margarine and lubricating oil 
factories, factories of paints and colours, of chemical products, of 
glass bottles, rice peeling mills, &c., all of which, it may be added, 
are stated to have done a fair business last year. (Foreign Office 
Annual Series, 2,628.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A despatch dated 14th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Pensacola, 
reporting that a new line of steamers will start 
running on the Ist of August next, between 
Pensacola and New York and vice-versa. For 
the present it will be a freight line only, but it 


Kew SS. Service 
between 
Pensacola and 

New York. 


is expected later on to become a passenger line as well. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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It is the intention to have a weekly service, but the Vice-Consul 
is — to give further information until the details are definitely 
settled. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The British Vice-Consul a Inhambane reports that with regard to 
ort and harbour improvements at Inhambane, 
oo ion is little to be a. During the greater part 
Inhanbans of last year considerable progress was made with 
5 the building of the new pier, and the solid stone 
and cement pillars were built out into deep water, but for some unac- 
countable reason the work was suddenly stopped. It could scarcely 
have been stopped for want of funds, considering. the large credit 
balance published in the financial statistics of the district. 
As it now stands, some 1,500/. or 2,000/. have been ‘spent, 
and will be soon lost altogether, as the work in its unfinished 
state offers but little resistance to the action of the climate 
and the ravages of the sea. Formerly, at any rate, with the 
little wooden pier, passengers could land comfortably from boats 
on to the pier steps at all states of the tide, except at dead low 
water ; now they have to be carried on men’s shoulders, whether at 
high or low tide, over a dreary stretch of wet, dirty sand and mud, 
a state of things which, to say the least, is distinctly disagreeable, 
and tends to leave a bad impression of the port. A great deal is 
heard about the port and harbour of Delagoa Bay, but in the opinion 
of those who know the two places, Inhambane is probably the 
better harbour of the two, certainly it is more sheltered than the 
former harbour, and, in addition, on the shores of the bay there are 
at least two more spots where ports could be established, at one of 
which especially ships drawing 25 feet can anchor comfortably 
within 30 yards of the shore. In 1899, a large 3,000 ton vessel 
anchored there and discharged her cargo of cattle by dropping 
them into the water and allowing them to swim ashore, which they 
did in perfect safety. Such are the natural advantages of the 
harbour of Inhambane, and with a very little outlay of skill and 
capital it could easily become the finest port probably of the whole 
East coast. 

The new lighthouse has been finished, and the revolving light is 
a powerful one, easily discernible at 15 miles distance. 

In last year’s report (No. 2,508) a chart of the bar and harbour 
was given; the bar has changed slightly since then, and vessels 
on entering have to bear 64° W.N.W. instead of 77° W.N.W. as 
formerly. 

The passage from the bar to the anchorage is well marked and 
buoyed, and the marks and buoys may be entirely depended upon 
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Ships up to 5,000 tons have entered, and larger vessels could enter 
without the slightest risk. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,630.) 


In the same report the Vice-Consul says that pilotage is 
compulsory both ways. The following are 


nent ee the port and pilotage charges for ships 
entering or clearing :— 
| Per foot. 
8. d. 
Ships drawing up to 14 feet "4 : 0 
” ” ” ” 6 
9 0 


” ” ” eee eee eee 


Additional fees and certificates for each ship amount to 21. 

Ships of a regular line calling not Jess than once a month, are 
entitled to a reduction of 25 per cent. on the pilotage charges, and 
coasting vessels calling not less than twice a month, to 50 per 
cent. reduction on the above charges. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,630.) ‘ 


| 
| 

| 
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RUSSIA. 


According to figures supplied by Russian iron-masters, published 


Production and 
Consumption of 
Pig-iron in 1900. 


Production of Pig-iron. 


in the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” of 
28rd ult., the production of pig-iron in Russia 
in 1900 was as follows, the figures for 1899 
being added for purposes of comparison :— 


District. 1899, 1900, 
Tons. Tons, 
Southern ... > eee 1,355,000 1,510,000 
Poland 308,000 100,000 
Oural 735,000 804,000 
Central .... 243,000 230,000 
St. Petersburg... 33,000 34,000 
Totals Tons 2,674,000 2,878,000 


As is seen from the foregoing table, the production in 1900 


shows an increase of 204,000 tons over the preceding year. 


This 


increase is mainly due to the Southern and Oural Districts. On 
the other hand the Imports of pig-iron have sensibly diminished as 


shown by the following figures :— 


Year. 


Imports of Pig-Iron 


Imports of Iron, 


*| Steel and Machinery. 


Tons. Tons. 
1897 98,000 570,000 
1898 111,000 617,000 
1889 137,000 586,000 
1990 51,000 329,000 


Taking the proportion that 100 parts of iron and iron-work are 
equivalent to 133 of pig-iron, Russian consumption expressed in 
pig-iron without taking any account of the variation of stocks was 
as in the following table :— 


Year. Russian Pig-Iron.| Foreign Pig-Iron. Cionmaamatlins 
Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
1897 1,840,000 | 857,000 2,697,000 
1898 2,200,090) | 933,000 3,133,000 
1899 2,675,000 | 918,000 38,593,000 
19.0 2,878,000 | 486,000 8,364,0C0 
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The British Vice-Consul at Rostov-on-Don forwards the following 

: particulars regarding agricultural machinery 

eam which have been obtained from private sources, 

South ~advad as no official returns of imports into Rostov are 
published :— 

The trade in agricultural machinery was satisfactory, con- 
sidering the results of the harvest, which proved to be below the 
average, and the total amount of sales shows an increase of about 
10 per cent. as compared with the previous year. Taking the 
separate items and comparing with the previous year, it appears 
that steam threshing machinery has fallen off about 12 per cent., 
whereas harvesting machines (American) show an increase in value 
of over 75 per cent. The aggregate sales of the latter amounted to 
66,632/., compared with 38,000/. in 1899, and of steam threshing 
machinery, about 175 sets, representing a value of 92,105/., were 
sold against 200 sets for 105,263/.in the previous year. Up to the 
present the trade at Rostov in steam threshing machinery was 
entirely in the hands of British manufacturers, but this year a 
German maker intervened, disposing of about 25 sets out of the 
total of 175 sold. The advantage so far lies, however, with British 
manufacturers, their machines being well adapted to the require- 
ments of this country, and in general are more perfect, but further 
keen corapetition on the part of German makers may now be 
expected, the more so as their machinery apparently costs them 
less, and they are thus enabled to undersell the British machinery. 

As regards horse gear threshers, which as usual were all of 
German. make, the number sold was the same as last year, viz., 
about 60 threshers for 3,473/. 100 binders for 3,158/., 2,000 reapers 
for 42,105/., 1,000 mowers for 15,158/., and 1,500 hay-rakes for 
8,211/. were sold, against 75 binders for 2,568/., 1,000 reapers for 
21,052/., 600 mowers for 8,526/., and 1,000 hay-rakes for 6,105/. in 
the previous year. 

The demand for ploughs, which has for several years past been 
very restricted, was still further affected this year by the drought 
experienced in the autumn ; the bulk of those sold were of German 
manufacture, numbering about 1,500 ploughs, mostly single furrow, 
and representing in value 5,526/., as compared to 2,000 ploughs 
for 7,568. in 1899. Sales of Russian ploughs, which were likewise 
considerably curtailed owing to the unfavourable weather ‘in the 
autumn, amounted to about 5,000 ploughs, valued at 15,7891. 
against 7,000 ploughs in 1899 for 22,105I. 

The number of Russian reapers sold increased to about double 
the quantity disposed of in the previous year, viz., 2,000 reapers 
for 26,3161. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,613.) 
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GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg in his recent report states ~ 
the aggregate importations of coal into Hambu 
of in 1900 (both by land and by watér 
urs. amounted to 4,617,60Qtons, as against 4,065,950 
tons in 1899, thus showing an increase of 551,650 tons last year, 
which was due entirely to more extensive arrivals of British coal 
This will be seen from the following figures :— 


Imports of Coal into Hamburg. 


Year. British. Westphalian. Total. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1899 2,420,156 1,645,800 4,065,950 
1900 3,019,400 1,598,200 4,617,600 


Whilst, accordingly, there was an increase of about 20 per cent. 
in the imports of British coal last year, Westphalian coal experienced 
a slight decrease. The reason, however, why there was a falling- 
off in the latter was not a want of demand at Hamburg for the 
German product, but that the output of Westphalian coal last year 
was barely sufficient for meeting the exceptionally large demand 
of inland German consumers. 

The already high prices for coal which ruled at the end of 
1899 and beginning of 1900 at Hamburg experienced a further 
advance in January and February, so that at the end of the latter 
month prices stood at a figure which had not been quoted since © 
the year 1871. This sharp rise was due partly to the larger 
demand by nearly all branches of industry, and partly also to the 
effects of the strikes in the Bohemian mines which obliged Saxony 
to import coal largely from other sources, chiefly from Hamburg. 
The large demand continued, however, also after the termina- 
tion of the strikes in Bohemia, and became even larger in con- 
sequence of the fitting out of the German naval expedition 
to China; so that another rise in prices took place which was 
maintained until a reaction was experienced in October, in 
consequence of a slackening in the progress of many branches of 
manufacturing industry in Germany. 

This slackness which made itself felt at first in the iron 
industry and trade and then aiso in other industries last autumn 
(and which still continues),* thus placed a greater number of work- 
men at the disposal of the coal mine proprietors of Westphalia 
and Rhenish Prussia and enabled them largely to increase their 
output of coal, and to provide for the wants of German consumers, 
many of whom had hitherto not been able to obtain all they 


* Report received at the Foreign Office, May 10th. 


BZ 
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required. But, though the German coal trade was at first favoured 
by this condition of things, the reaction in many branches of 
‘industry made itself soon felt also in the coal market; and the 
year 1900 finally closed with more offers of than demands for the 
Westphalian product. 

During the past year several cargoes of American coal were 
imported into Hamburg, and, it is stated, gave much satisfaction 
in so far as quality was concerned. It is, however, considered un- 
likely in view of the high sea freight from America to Europe, 
that, apart from such exceptional periods, there will ever be any 
regular importation of American coal to the Elbe or Weser. On 
the other hand, it may be noted that some of the large shipping 
companies in Germany, amongst others the Hamburg American 
Steamship Company, are about to introduce the use of massout 
for a certain number of their steamers as a substitute for coal. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2628.) 


FRANCE. 


The United States Consul . ming haa a report dated 21st May last, 
ie states that it does not appear to be generally 
Mining Conces- known that a mining a ‘ing France 
sions in Southern carries with it a certain governmental guarantee. 
France: Coal. 7, point of fact, a ‘ concession,” once granted, 
is classed as real property and pays yearly taxes. When an indi- 
vidual discovers traces of mineral wealth, a preparatory petition 
permits him to undertake preliminary work, which is executed 
under the supervision of official mining engineers. These report 
to the Ministry when they are convinced that sufficient’ mineral 
exists to warrant the commercial exploitation of the mine, or that 
the value of the mine is “nil.” In the former case, a concession 
in due form is granted, and in the latter a concession is refused. 
The Consul adds that it would appear that the recent advance in 
the price of coal has attracted the attention of the Government to 
the fact that concessions granted years ago have lain dormant. 
The Government can annul a concession in case it is not sufficiently 
utilised, and the prefects of Nice and neighbouring districts have 
notified the owners of certain concessions that they must proceed 
within three months to develop the same, or have them annulled. 
In 1894, the production of low-class coal in the Department of 
the Bouches du-Rhéne amounted to 385,000 tons, and in 1896 it 
had fallen to 364,585 tons. With the advance in price of foreign 
coal, the production in 1899 rose to 491,260 tons, and in 1900 to 
564,000 tons, an augmentation of €0 per cent. over the production 
of 1896. 
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EGYPT. 


The annual report for 1900 of the British Chamber of Commerce 

of Egypt states that the total quantity of coal, 

coke and patent fuel imported into Egypt 

—_— * during 1900 amounted to 1,832,980 tons as 
follows:— 


Country. Tons, 
Great Britain... one 1,800,876 
*United States ‘of America. 19,600 


* Further importations from America are not likely so long as British coal can 
be imported at a less C. F. and I. cost. The economy of over 50 per cent. in 
freight is an overwhelming advantage for the British s mpplier. American coal is 
now tabulated in the Customs list, and it ranks with Ca 

+ Chiefly gas coal, 


The disposal of this quantity was as follows :— 
Tons. 
Supplies to steamers at Port Said in transit ... 931,858 
Alexandria __,, 11,886 


* forwarded by rail to the provinces by 


the trade at Alexandria... 502,101 
Supplies forwarded to the provinces by water- 

way by the trade at Alexandria... 18,542 
Supplies forwarded by water way to the 

provinces by the trade at Damietta ‘a 3,284 
Supplies for the adie State Railway 

Administration 160,551 
Supplies for franchised mail s.s. . companies at 

Alexandria and Suez 01,888 


The balance of 66,325 tons agrees with the estimated con- 
sumption at Alexandria (received from the quays by carts) of flour, 
and oil and seed mills, bakeries, workshops, water company, 
Ramleh Railway Company, cotton pressing companies, limekilns, 
houses, plus wastage or shortage. 

The last-named is an important factor, fairly estimated at over 
11,750, or 14 per cent. of the yearly importation of tons (768,649) 
into Alexandria, On this 11 ,790 tons it must not be forgotten 
that full duty has been paid, and that there is no drawback, the 
only apparent set off to the loss of the coal merchant being the 
discount of 2 per cent. on freight allowed by the collier for non- 
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weighing. The shortages vary according to the quality of coal 
and port of shipment, also according to the state of the elements 
during the shipping and discharging of the cargo, but carefully 
drawn averages give under 1 per cent. for “Cowpen” (a well 
known quality of Newcastle) and for North Wales, whilst other 
qualities run into 14 to 2 per cent., patent fuel often being 
lamentably short of from 4 to 5 per cent. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following table showing the production of copper in the 
United States during the years 1899 and 1900 

Copper Production. is taken from the “Engineering and Mining 
Journal” (New York) of 15th ult. :— 


1899, 1900. 
Tons of 2,240 lbs. | Tons of 2,240 Ibs. 

Arizona... one eee eve 55,972 51,520 
Colorado ... ove 4,739 3,494 
Montana ... eee ove ese 106,229 113,599 
Eastern and Southern States ... 1,698 3,088 
Copper in sulphate 42450 | 5,051 
Totals... -. Tons 259,517 268,228 


The rate of increase in production, which has varied for several 
years between 8 and 10 per cent., dropped last year to 3°4 per 
cent. Some changes shown in the table were not generally 
anticipated. Thus Arizona shows a decrease, notwithstanding the 
number of new mines ; most of these producing only very small 
quantities. The increase in Montana production was not 
anticipated, in view of the situation in the Butte District, which 
seemed to interpose obstacles to an increased output. In Michigan 
a decrease was not unexpected, as nearly all the large mines have 
been working low-grade rock in large quantities ; while none of the 
new mines are yet in a position to make a large output, though 
some of them promise well. In the districts of minor importance 
the changes were not very great in quantity, though large in 
proportion. 

The following table shows the production, imports, exports and 
approximate consumption of copper in the United States :— 
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1899. 1900, 


Tons of 2,240 lbs. | Tons of 2,240 lbs. 
268,228 


Production, as above... 259,517 

Imports in all forms ... 42,218 46,342 
Total... 301,735 314,570 

Exports... ose ove 111,573 157,469 
Approximate consumption _... 190,162 157,101 


The exports do not include some Mexican copper which only 
passes through the United States in transit to a shipping port. 
In the above table stocks on hand have not been included, as it is 
very difficult to ascertain them correctly. So far as it is possible 
to estimate, however, there was not a very t difference between 
those on hand at the opening and close of the year 1900. 

The marked feature in this table is the very large increase in 
exports. In the year 1900 the exports were 58°7 per cent. of the 
total production of the United States, or 50-1 per cent. of the total 
supply; these figures comparing with 43-0 and 37:0 per cent., 
respectively, in 1899. This was due to the extraordinary demand 
for copper in Europe during a considerable part of the year, while 
a lighter demand was shown in the United States, especially 
during the second half of the year. 

The imports of copper reported were in various forms, chiefly 
matte, black copper, copper bullion and other material sent to the 
United States to be refined. The imports were from Mexico and 
Canada largely, while some came from Chile also. There were 
some imports from Tasmania, the Mount Lyell Company in that 
island having arranged for the refining of its copper there. At 
one period during the year there were some shipments made from 
London for the same purpose. The superior facilities of American 
copper refining works are now generally recognised. 


BOLIVIA. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 15th ult., 
quoting from a recent paper by M. Maurice 

Mining Law. Froshot in the “ Annales des Mines,” gives a 

' summary of Bolivian mining law, the chief 

provisions of which may be summed up as follows: metal-bearing 
ores, whatever their origin or the nature of their deposit, whether 
occurring under ground or on the surface, are State property ; and 
any person of any nationality enjoying civil rights can obtain one 
or more “ pertenencias,” or claims, each 100 metres square, for a 
single concession of known minerals, or only 30 “ pertenencias ” 
for minerals recently discovered, priority of -application—giving 
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preferential right. The “ pertenencia” is of indefinite depth, and 
the 100 metres’ side of the square is measured in the direction 
indicated by the applicant. The concessions are perpetual, but 
subject to a royalty of two bolivianos (one dol.) per hectare, and 
this amount is payable half-yearly in advance from the date of the 
concession, while claims on which no royalty has been paid for a 
year are regarded as abandoned. Miners work their claims freely, 
without being subjected to any technical restrictions; and they 
have a right to the water encountered in working, while anaes 
plant is admitted free of duty. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a return compiled in 
the Statistical Department of the Government of 


pete eg India from accounts rendered by mill-owners 
in Indian orifle - 4 under the terms of the Cotton Duties Act, 2 of 


1896, showing the quantity of yarn spun and 
woven goods produced in British India and in Berar and the 
Native States during the 11 months ended 28th February, 1901, 
and for the corresponding period of the two previous years. 

The following information has been summarised from the 
statistics given in the return :-— 


Eleven Months (1st April to 28th February). 


| 


1898-9. | 1899-1900. 1900-1. 


Production of Spun Yarn. 


Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
British India 459,484,561 | 473,659,336 | 304,921,230 


Perar and Native States ... oo! 8,802,837 11,413,102 | 9,185,924 
Grand total a 468,287,398 | 485,072,438 | 314,107,154 
| — 
Production of Woven Goods, 
| Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
British India 90,677,22€ | 88,823,185 | 88,699,989 
Berar and Native States ... ol 2,800,487 2,555,928 2,602,940 
Grand total, .... 93,477,713 | 91,879,063 | 91,302,929 
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Detailed information respecting the counts of yarn spun, and 
the description of woven goods produced, in each province is given 
in the return, which may be seen by persons interested on appli- 
cation to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Corn Prices from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
: the week ended the 29th ult., were as follow :— 
Wheat... wn sos 278. 6d. 
Barley... ose 258. 4d. 
For further particulars see p. 54. 


A Statement is published on p. 55, showing the quantities of 
Imports of Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
adtees’l Deak imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. uce. week ended the 29th ult., as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


CANADA. 


According to information received at the a of Trade from the 

Dominion Government Statistician, the total 

es” acreage under crops this year in Manitoba is 

2,961,469 acres, as compared with 2,122,500 

acres last year. Of this total, 2,919,201 acres are under grain 

crops, and for the first time in the history of the province the 
wheat acreage has exceeded two millions, being 2,011,835 acres. 


— 
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of Agriculture :— 


Crop. 
Wheat ete eee eee 
Oats: ... cds 
Barley ... 
Flax 
Rye 
Peas 
Buckwheat 
Potatoes 
Roots 


Total area under grain crops 
all crops 


” 


vee 2,011,835 


689,951. 
191,009. 


. 2,919,201 
.. 2,961,409 


' The following is extracted from the bulletin issued ‘by the 


|_| 
€ 
2,707 
si 879 
1,802 
84,429 
10,214 
4 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 27th ult. was 
Cotton Statistics. 43,202 and the number imported during the 
26 weeks ended the 27th ult. was 1,825,737. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 27th 
ult., 2,316 bales, and for the 26 weeks, 151,074. 
For further details see p. 53. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The following particulars concerning paper mills in British India 
have been received at the Board of Trade, 

Paper Mills. through the India Office :— 
There are eight paper mills in operation in 
British India, three in the Bombay Presidency, four in Bengal, 
one at Lucknow. Of the eight, two are private concerns in the 
Bombay Presidency. The capital invested, so far as information 
is obtainable, amounts to Rs. 70,22,000. Most of the white and 
blue foolscap, and much of the blotting paper, notepaper, and. 
envelopes used in the Government offices is now obtained from the 
Indian mills. The total quantity of paper made in 1900 was about 
46,000,000 Ibs., and its reported value Rs. 62;51,748. The mills 
employ 4,871 persons. The capital employed has’ been trebled 
during the last 20 years, and the production and number of 

persons employed have increased about sixfold. 
The following table shows the progress of paper mills in ‘India 

during the last five years:— _ 


Daily : 
Capital 
Number Em oyed Average Production 
Year. of Mills (as far as Number of — 
at Work. k Persons Quantit "Velen . 
nown). Employed. uantity. |, Value. 
No. Rs. No. Lbs: Rs. 
1896 8 62,72,000 3,613. 40,707,589 68,71,159 
1897 8 62,72,000 3,532 38,581,703 56, 82, 161 
1898 8 62,72,000 4,187 42,181,500 ‘06, 459 
1899 8 67;72,000 44,428,440-- 62, 40, 905 
1900 8 70,22,000 |- 4,871 45,940,591 62,51,748- 


Of the quantity p roduced in 1900, viz., 45,940,591 lbs., valued 
at Rs. 62,51,748, 36, 413,715 Ibs., valued at Rs. 50,97, 688 were 

roduced by. four mills in Bengal 5: 2,621,082: Ibs., valued. at 
Rs. 8,50,180 by the single mill in operation ‘in the.North-west 
Provinces (at Lucknow); and the remaining 1,905,794 lbs., valued 
at Rs. 3 three mills in the Bombay Presidency. 
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CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Canadian Government 

7 Statistician, a memorandum stating that the 

ss i ns experience of the banks is good for the banking 
year just ended. 

In almost all cases bank earnings have increased. Capital 
has increased by four million dollars (4,000,000 dols.) in the 12 
months. 

In 12 banks whose financial year was completed in May last, the 
net earnings were 4,627,462 dols., showing a gain over the 
previous year of 424,518 dols. 


RUSSIA. 


A despatch dated 24th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
: Office, reporting that an exhibition, instituted 
Industrial for the purpose of showing the development of 


een at manufacturing industries in the Baltic Pro- 

Riga. vinces, was opened at Riga on the 14th ult., 

the Assistant Minister of Finance taking a prominent part in’the 
proceedings. 


The exhibition, which covers a tolerably large area, is tastefully 
arranged, and the exhibits show to advantage. The articles manu- 
factured in Riga and the adjoining districts are fairly represented, 
and it is interesting to see what these provinces are now capable of 
producing. 

A few years ago Riga was simply an outlet for timber, flax, 
hemp and a few other items of Russian produce, collected from the 
north-western and other Governments of the Empire ; but now it 
is an industrial centre of no mean importance. In the report on 
the trade and commerce of the Riga Consular District for 
1895, the Consul gave a list of the mills and factories 
established in Riga and its immediate neighbourhood, which 
showed what was then being done in the shape of industrial 
enterprise. Since that time many important additions have been 
made, and in the exhibition, the opening of which has just been 
celebrated, many very fair samples indeed of machinery, tools, 
textiles and a large variety of other articles made on the spot, are 
laid before the public for inspection. 


GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg reports that the import trade of 
. Sisal hemp has of late years been steadily declin- 

ing in importance at Hamburg. In 1895, 5,156 
packages were imported, but in 1900 only 1,074 


packages arrived. Business in this article, as also in Manila and 
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New Zealand hemp, is much hampered by the circumstance, that 
the Hamburg merchants are obliged to obtain their supplies 
via London or New York instead of importing direct from pro- 
ducing centrés. The price of Sisal hemp last year varied between 
11. 6s. 6d. and 21. 2s. per ewt.. Of Mauritius hemp 1,156 packages 
were imported into Hamburg in 1900, as against 1,400 packages 
in the previous year. Quotations for Russian hemp advanced 
steadily during the year, and, in consequence, Bombay hemp found 
ready purchasers ; it is considered that the trade in Bombay sorts 
is capable of considerable extension at Hamburg, if larger con- 
signments, especially of the better qualities, were sent there. New 
Zealand hemp is also finding increased favour in the Hamburg 
market ; and Turkish, which possesses advantages over most other 
sorts, would doubtless be sure of a steady sale, if it could be 
consigned in a more regular and trustworthy manner than is said 
to have been the case hitherto. 

The imports of Mexican fibre amounted last year to 36,001 
packages of Jaumave and Jula, and 3,390 packages of Palma, as 
against 35,880 and 4,800 packages respectively in 1899. 

In spite of an increase in the importations of Zacaton fibre, 
viz., 45,822 packages, against 37,598 packages in 1899, prices for 
this article rose some 20 per cent., and business is said to have 
been on the whole satisfactory last year. 

The reports of last year’s trade in Bahia piassava are good, 
whilst Paré piassava was only imported to the extent of 44 tons, 
the quality of which was unsatisfactory. Liberia sorts advanced 
some 10 to 12 per cent. in price, and the importations of these 
were consequently smaller than in 1899, viz., 1,827 tons, against 
2,465 tons. 

Only 809 tons of palmyra were imported last year, the trade in 
this fibre being influenced by the accumulation of stocks both in 
Hamburg and in the United Kingdom, and the market will, it is 
thought, remain depressed, until the same have been disposed of. 

The consumption of raffia was comparatively large, and 9,127 
packages were imported into Hamburg, as against 5,866 packages 
in 1899. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,628.) 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 133-4 of the “ Board of Trade 
Cees Journal,’ for August, 1897, relative to the 
Travellers’ Regu- reduced rates charged for commercial travellers’ 
lations samples on Austrian State and Private Rail- 

. ways, a despatch dated 17th ult. has been 


received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Embassy at Vienna, 
reporting that changes have taken place to the extent that in 1899 


& 
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Hungarian railways conceded the same facilities, and that the con- 
trol regulations were made somewhat stricter. 

It is now stated that the certificates of identity, accompanied by 
paotograph of bearer, which, since 1st January of this year, have 

en required from native commercial travellers, will also be 
demanded from foreign commercial travellers, on and after 
lst January, 1902, as a supplement to their other certificate. 

The certificates both of identity and legitimation (Identitit- 
skarten and Legitimationskarten) must be issued by one and the 
same authority. 

The certificates in question are available not only on the Austrian 
but also on the Hungarian and Bosnian railways. 

Further particulars may be obtained on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the United States Bureau 
Export Trad of Statistics a statement to the effect that the 
in 1899-1900, °xPorts from the United States in the year 
” * ended 30th June, 1901, are expected to reach 

1,500,000,000 dols., the highest point ever recorded for a my 
year in the history of the export trade of that country. For the 
eleven months ending with May, 1901, the total exports were 
1,385,013,595 dols. being 100,000,000 dols. in excess of the total 
for the eleven months of last year, which broke all previous 
records. 

fhe distribution of exports during the year among the grand 
divisions, basing the estimate upon the percentages for ten months 
already available, will be in about the following proportions :— 
to Europe, 1,155,000,000 dols., as against 1,040,000,000 dols. last 
year; to North America, 195,000,000 dols. as against 187,300,000 
dols. last year ; to South America, 44,000,000 dols., as compared with 
38,900,000 dols. in 1900 ; to Asia, 48,000,000 dols., as against nearly 
65,000,000 dols. in 1900; to Oceania, 36,000,000 dols., as against 
43,400,000 dols. last year ; and to Africa, 26,000,000 dols., as against 
19,500,000 dols. in the preceding year. It will be observed that the — 
only decreases will be in the exports to Asia, where unsettled 
conditions in China have seriously affected trade, and to Oceania, 
from which Hawaii has been omitted as a foreign country since its 
organisation as a territory of the United States. 

The increased value of the exports of agricultural products more 
than accounts for the increase in exports during the present year. 
In the ten months for which detailed figures are available, agricul- 
tural products were valued at 811,591,955 dols., and formed 65°53 
per cent. of the total domestic exports; last year they amounted to 
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717,372,746 dols., and formed but 62°21 per cent. of the total 
domestic exports. For the same period of this year manufactures 
aggregated 339,310,614 dols., and formed 27°40 per cent. of the 
domestic exports, while last year they were 352,671,206 dols., and 
formed 30°60 per cent. of the value of domestic exports. It is 
estimated that the exports of agricultura) products for the full 
fiscal year will be about 965,000,000 dols. as against 835,858,123 
dols. last year, an increase of about 129,000,000 dols., while those 
of manufactures will be about 405,000,000 dols., as compared with 
433,851,756 dols. last year, a decrease of about 29,000,000 dols. 
The following table shows the exports from the United States 
in the eleven months ending with May in each year since 1889 :— 


Year. Dollars. 

1869. ... ‘an 694,183,804 
ois ... 826,886,076 
1892... * 965,389,311 
1899 __... 1,130,629,075 


A despatch dated 12th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 

ment of fom H.M. Consul at New Orleans, covering a 

ne wee Cotton despatch from the British Vice-Consul at 

Compress at Pensacola, reporting that the new cotton 

P ola. compress erected at the latter end of last year 

7 at Pensacola, will be greatly enlarged within 

the next few months, owing to the successful business of last 

season. So far the compress had storage room for 1,800 bales of 

cotton only, but from September next there will be room for 

storage of 10,000 bales. Last season 12,000 bales were compressed 
during the very short working time. 

This year, however, there will be a large increase in business, 
and the firm expects to handle over 30,000 bales, especially from 
the region adjacent to the Southern Alabama Railway, a new 
branch of the Louisville and Nashville Company lately opened. 

Out of the 12,000 bales of cotton compressed in Pensacola last 
year, over two-thirds were shipped through that port, and it can 
safely be said that next season the export will be very much 
increased. 
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PERSIA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Bushire reports that it is satisfactory to 
note that the establishment of the present 
Customs administration, since March last, under 
European control, has put a stop to the dis- 
creditable state of affaits mentioned in the Trade Report of 1898 
(Annual Series, 2,346), when the goods landed at the Custom-house 
in Bushire used to be at the mercy of unscrupulous native Customs 
officials, who helped themselves to other people’s goods, in the 
majority of cases, with impunity. Claims for compensation on 
account of goods missing from the Customs belonging to British 
subjects have not yet all been settled, but the Persian Government 
are being urged to effect a settlement. 

Confidence has now been restored amongst the mercantile 
community in respect of the custody of their merchandise under 
the present Customs administration, which has promptly paid 
claims on account of any shortage proved to have occurred whilst 
goods were lying at the Custom-house. But there are persons in 
Bushire who do not view the present Customs administration with 
favour, and who are sighing for the old system. The reason of this 
is not far to seek. Under the old administration, when the 
Customs used to be farmed by the Governor of the day, some of 
the principal merchants were in the habit of making private 
arrangements with the Governor, whereby they obtained consider- 
able reductions in the assessment of the Customs duty. But all 
that has now been changed, and the full 5 per cent. ad valorem 
duty is charged by the present administration. It will, there- 
fore, take some time before the people realise the benefits of a 
properly organised administration of Customs. If the present 
administration be allowed a sufficiently long lease of tenure under 
its able and energetic Director-General, Mr. Simais, many urgent 
improvements in the harbour of Bushire for facilitating the landing 
and shipping of goods may soon be expected to be introduced. 
Hitherto the supply of boats for landing and shipping cargo has 
been very inadequate, and when several steamers happen to be in 
the harbour at the same time, great inconvenience and confusion 
arise, resulting very often in serious detention to steamers. Apart 
from this, the crews by which the boats are manned are rarely 
trustworthy, and the result is abduction of and tampering with 
the goods entrusted to them for conveyance. To put a stop to 
this unsatisfactory state of affairs, Mr. Simais is said to be making 
arrangements to engage some steam barges for landing and shipping 
cargo in the Bushire Harbour, and to be negotiating with the 
object of forming a company with local capital to work out the 
scheme. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,631.) 
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H.M. Consul-General at Bushire reports that the new gum 
industry is making rapid progress, and may: 
Gum Industry. eventually become an important item in the 
export trade of the Gulf. Tragacanth is finding 
much favour in the United Kingdom and Germany, and America 
might also come in for a share. The industry, however, does not 
appear to be conducted with any foresight or method, and may 
suddenly die if the operations for collecting the exudations are 
not manipulated scientifically. A few years ago tragacanth was 
quite unknown in Persia, and only the Kermanshah district 
contributed towards the exportation of that item via Bagdad. It 
is now only three or four years since both Shiraz and Ispahan 
have come forward to contribute towards this trade. The industry. 
in the province of Fars is said to be capable of great improvement, 
and vast tracts of land full of the tragacanth producing plant which 
were lying untouched before are being much utilised. From the 
reports which have been received it appears that the peasantry 
employed in the collection of tragacanth, work in a reckless 
manner, causing much damage to the plants, which are burnt 
down, after incision, to such an extent as to render the same field 
unproductive for some years to come. Though the tragacanth 
fields are numerous and extensive, they will not be able to 
withstand the wholesale depredations which are now being 
perpetrated on them, unless the Persian Government undertakes 
their supervision with a view to maintaining and improving the 
industry. As it is, this nascent industry brings into the country 
nearly 40,000/. annually, and is capable of extensive development 
if properly conducted. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,631.) 


CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Ningpo, in his recent report, gives the following 
Share of the lists of imports into Ningpo, provided by an 
British Empi experienced examiner in the Cust ms, which are 
araMish wmpire in whole, or in part, the product of the British 
in the Trade of Empire :— 
wmeye 1. Articles wholly derived from the British 
Empire: Opium (except Persian), white Irishes, English and 
Indian drills and yarn, English sheetings, cotton and woollen 
Spanish stripes, camlets, woollen lastings, long ells, Italian cloth, 
and nail-rod iron. ; 
2. Articles, 75 per cent. of which come from the British 
Empire: White shirtings and T-cloths. 
3. Articles, 66 per cent. of which come from the British Empire: 
Dyed shirtings, printed T-cloths, Turkey-reds, cotton Italians, 
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velvets, cotton metz cords, old iron wire and rope, lead in pigs, 
mild steel, and candles. 

' 4, One-half of which come from the British Empire: Chintzes 
and furnitures, twills and crimps, muslins, handkerchiefs, towels, 
cotton and woollen blankets, cotton ticks, cottonades, thread, broad 
cloth, woollen yarn, iron (éxcept as above), tin plates, tin in slabs, 
brass and yellow metal, steel, zinc, Llama braid, buttons, dyes, 
_ glass, needles, soap, and spirits. 

5. On the other hand, the following imports are certainly non- 
British: Persian opium, Dutch and American drills and jeans, 
American and Japanese shirtings, Japanese cotton cloth, thread, 
copper slabs, matches and coal, American flour, Japanese, Corean 
and American ginseng, and American, Russian, and Sumatran 
kerosene. 

Taking the figures for 1900 for these five classes, the total value 
of the British imports amounts to 2,647,887 taels (397,1831.), 
and the value of the non-British imports to 1,380,290 taels 
(207,043/.). As the total imports were 7,601,778  taels 
(1,140,266/.), this leaves unassigned the amount of 3,573,601 
taels (536,0401.). 1,053,672 taels (158,050/.) represent sugar, of 
which all but 125,540 taels (18,831/.) worth underwent some 
manipulation at Hong-Kong, mainly in British refineries. Of 
the. rest (2,519,929 taels (377,9891.) ) one-fourth at least may be 
credited to the British Empire. If, then, Hong-Kong may claim 
the sugar, the British share in last year’s imports into Ningpo 
(excluding sugar) may be set down at 3,194,340 taels (492,4611.), 
or 42 per cent. of the whole. 

As regard exports, the examiner has only specially marked the 
following as destined (though but to one-half of their value) to the 
British Empire :—Hides, human hair, mats and matting, musk, 
skins, and wool. These articles in 1900 amounted to 260,828 
taels (39,1241.), one-half of which is 130,414 taels (19,562/.). The 
staple exports of Ningpo go, for the most part, to non-British 
territory. Tea, for example, finds its market chiefly in America, 
raw cotton in Shanghai and Japan, cuttle-fish and medicines in 
other Chinese ports. These staples were valued in 1900 at 
3,735,484. taels (560,322/.). The balance of the exports 
1,064,771 taels (159,715/.) ) includes a few articles, such as 

ers, furniture, liquorice, and nutgalls, which may find their 
way into the British Empire. These amount, however, only to 
44,042 taels (6,606/.), one-tenth of which could be credited to 
British trade. .The remainder, with the notable exception of rush 
hats (54,476 taels (8,171/.)), which go largely to France and 
Italy, is purely Chinese. It can be roughly estimated, then, that 
the exports of Ningpo, if judged by value, find their destination in 
the following proportions :—In China, 56 per cent. ; in the British 
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Miscelianeous. 


Empire, 3 per cent.; in America, 30 per cent.; on the Continent 
of Europe, 1 per cent. + hy 

In concluding his report the Consul remarks that the Customs 
returns of foreign firms and residents give three British firms out 
of six, and 139 residents outof 215. One at least of the non-British | 
firms however, is merely the Chinese agency of a Shanghai. house. 
If this is excluded two-thirds of the firms at Ningpo, and 65 per. 
cent. of the residents are British, (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,629.) 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Liverpool A meeting of the committee of the African trade 
section was held recently in the board-room of the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Alfred L. Jones, chairman, presiding. 

The Chairman submitted copies of letters received by him on the 
subject of the cultivation of copra from the Colonial Secretary and 
the Curator of the Botanic Gardens of the Gold Coast, and 
suggesting that cocoanuts should be given to the various chiefs 
along the coast of the colony with a view to their forming planta- 
tions, and also pointing out that.a better yield of copra might be 
obtained by planting cocoanuts from the West Indies than by 
utilising the nuts from the trees indigenous to the Gold Coast. 

The subject of the need for a light railway running from 
Freetown to the adjacent hills, to enable residents there to live 
in healthier surroundings than at present, was again brought 
forward, and the committee resolved to send a telegram to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies saying that in the opinion of 
the committee the time had now come when the construction of 
the railway should be proceeded with. 

The question of the loss to British trade caused by the system 
of transit dues charged on goods transhipped at Lagos was con-. 
sidered. It was held that the result of the dues is to divert trade 
from Lagos to Kotonu, and the committee resolved to write to the 
Chamber of Commerce of Lagos: and ask them to make repre- 
sentations to the Legislative Council of Lagos with a view to 
obtaining the abolition of the dues in question. : 

Other matters under discussion were the arrangements for the 
appointment of delegates on the West African Commission ; Major 
Ross’ expedition ; -the.exportation of labourers from Sierra Leone ; 
appointment of a British Consul at Bissao and Bulana, &c., &c. 


| 
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Reports of British Chambers of Commerce. 


— 


Halifax.—The monthly meeting of the Halifax Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 26th ult., under the chairmanship of 
County Alderman J. W. Smithies, the President. 

The Secretary reported that he had written to the head masters 
of the Halifax schools, who had intimated to him that the metric 
system was taught in their schools, and had asked them to furnish 
him with (1) the syllabus of instruction given to each standard, (2) a 
few specimen questions illustrating the kind of examples the 
children were required to work, Of the 26 gentlemen written to, 
15had replied. The majority of replies indicated that the teaching 
of the system was confined to the explanation of the fundamental 
units. Many of the schoolmasters complained that they only 
taught what was compulsory. They were unable, they said, to do 
more, owing to the school time-tables being already overloaded 
with subjects. 

Among other matters under discussion were the suggested New 
Factory Legislation, the Prevention of Corruption Bill, Chinese 
Tariffs, &c., &c. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held at the Bradford Exchange recently, Mr. 
W. B. Gordon, president, occupying the chair. 

The minutes of the Piece Merchants’ Section showed that a 
meeting had been held to discuss the lengths of worsted coatings, 
and to meet a deputation from the Operatives’ Society—the Leeds 
Cloth Pressers’ Society, who had written to the Chamber on the 
subject. Four representatives of the society attended. After a 
discussion, lasting nearly two hours, the deputation undertook to 
submit to their society a proposal that the employers should fix a 
rate for a certain maximum grey length—say 70 or 75 yards—and 
should charge extra in proportion for any lengths in excess; this 
arrangement, to be continued tentatively until the end of this 
year, when, if the result is not satisfactory in the way of diminish- 
ing the number of long lengths, a further conference should be 
held. In the course of the correspondence arranging this con- 
ference, the Executive Committee of the Leeds Cloth Pressers’ 
Society enclosed a circular which they had issued, protesting 
against the increased and increasing lengths of worsted coatings, 
in consequence of the excessive weights which the handling of 
them imposed upon their members, and also expressing disapproval 
of loading worsted coatings, as, in their opinion, that course would 
eventually be detrimental to the trade. 

Other matters under discussion were England’s supplies of coal, 
the China indemnity, the rating of machinery, &c., &c 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported . 
. at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 26 Weeks ended 27th June, 1901. 
Week ended 26 Weeks ended 
ae 27th June, 27th June, 
1901, | 1901. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
L No. No. 
American... ove ove ose ove or 33,540 1,527,628 
East Indian ons ase iss 1,172 63,179 
Egyptian ... 6,761 | 184,525 
Miscellaneous ... 1,729 32,572 
Exports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American... ove 1,420 97,621 
Brazilian ... ane tee 835 
Egyptian... oe eco 171 28,429 
Miscellaneous... ow 75 3,278 
Total. ... 2,316 161,074 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 

Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
29th June, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


i 
os Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat eee eee eee eee eee 28,191 7 27 6 
Barley ove one 692 6 25 4 
Oats eee eee eee eee eee eee 2,803 6 20 0 
7 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
Week is 

eek in 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.|| Qrs. Bus.| «. d. 
1897 __...| 19,873 6 944 0] 1,701 0 | 27 1 18 10 18 7 
38 3 | 23 4 | 20 8 
0 
3 


1898 | 9,506 3 414 6| 2,598 4 
1899 _—.....| 56,972 0 1,346 4) 3,779 7 | 25 7 24 2 18 
1900. _...| 44,920 3 495 4,706 4 | 26 11 23 4 19 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 

_pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | | 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
29th June, 1901, we with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
_ 29th June, |. ing week 
1901. | in 1900. 
Oren, ball and cal Number. 
cows, VOB umber, 14,073 10,215 
Shep and ibs eee eee 8,341 2,783 
ore eee oe Cwts. 127,847 80,341 
Tatton eee oe eee eee oe ” 72,123 62,743 
Salted or preserved meat:— 
Pork ose A. 4,528 6,897 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. a 14,170 9,994 
Meat preserved, otherwise thanby salting 9,395 15,109 
Dairy produce and substitutes :- cd 
Milk, fresh, “jn cans or drums*.., ” 
cream* ” 151 173 
preserved, other kinds* 30 
Grt, Hundr, 847,521 467,136 
Poultry and game Value £ 2,574 3,867 
dead (not tinned)” Cwts. 2,483 6,156 
eee 32,069 42,787 
con, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wh Cwts. 1,291,600 1,700,600 
Wheat-meal and fiour 556,800 433 509 
Oats ibs. 554,900 490,900 
Beans oe eee ” 35,600 8,600 
Maize or Indiancorn «. ” 994,500 763,400 
Fruit, raw :— 
and peaches ” 411 904 
Bunches. 60,884 26,639 
Cherries ove eve ove ove Re 32,808 38,594 
Currants ... eve ‘ ” 5,761 6,348 
Goose es eve eve 4,483 8,718 
Grapes _... ose eee ove ” 140 - 157 
Lemons ... eve eee 34,655 9,284 
Oranges ... ” 8,481 20,583 
Strawberries ove ove ” 5,276 4,792 
Unenumerated eee ee 7,011 4, 1 19 
Hay eee ose eee eee eee Tons 1,945 1,258 
Vi es, Taw 
mnions =... ooo Bushels. 40,421 $2,559 
Potatoes . Cwts, 417,098 440,550 
Tomatoes . eee ” 7,076 42,776 
Unenumeratea ... ose Vaiue £ 7,373 13516 
Driedt oes Cwts. 736 — 


Ta 1980 these were not shown separate! 
Indiuded with vegetables unenumerated f to 1900. 


| 
| 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of May, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900 [Volume I.], may be 
purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
gives, as regards the present volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th ult. 
contains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
May: The Price of Bread: The Wages of Coal-miners: Workmen’s 
Insurance in Austria: Prices of Coal and Iron: Legal Cases 
affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Statement exhibiting the Moral and Material Progress and 
Condition of India during the year 1899-1900. Thirty-siath 
number. 207. Price 1s. 10d. 

This return, which is issued each year by the India Office, 
reviews the state of public works, agriculture, trade, finance, 
administration (central and local), &c., in British India. The 
present number also contains a chapter dealing with the Census of 
India taken on Ist March, 1901, explaining the methods employed, 
and giving the preliminary results of the enumeration. 
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Government Publications. 
FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
TuE following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
places since lst January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
} Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
No. Place. Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) ... 
2545 Somali Coast Protectorate 
2547 Denmark (1899) Supplement oes cool 
2548 of the Odessa District,1900 ... 
2549 | Egypt (1899 and half of 1900) ... 
2550 Southern Italy (1900) ... 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901  ... 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina aoe 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) .. 
2554 Ionian Islands aus ose 
2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) soit 
2558 New Orleans (1900) _... | 
2559 Italy, Finances for ose 
2561 Samoa (1900) . via 
2565 Hungary, Financial Condition ase 2d. 
2567 Coquimbo (1899) wan 
2570 | Baltimore (1909): ol 
2571 Texas (1900) ... ost 23d. 

2574 Pomerania (1900) ose] > 
2576 Chemnitz ( (900) - 

2577 Amsterdam (1900) ase 
2578 Poland and Lithuania (1909) 
2587 | Aleppo (1900) ... wel 
2589 Faroe Islands (1900)... wi wast 
2590 Steckholm (1900) ose 
2592 Cadiz (1900)... ose aco) 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 
No. Place. Price. 
2595 Japan (1900) ... ove 
2602 Porto Alegre (1900)... ‘he 
2604 | Goa (1900) sin 
2605 Canary Islands (1800) .. 14d. 
2608 Mozambique (1900)... Sap 
2611 Yokohama (1800) one aod 13d. 
2615 Buenos Ayres (1900) ... DBA. 
2618 | Indo-China (1900) 2d 
2620 Swatow (1£00) ons sin 
2624 | Corsica (1900) .. $33 
2625 Pondicherry and Karikal (1900) .. es. 
2626 New Caledonia (1900) ... 
2628 Hamburg (1900) «| 5d. 
2634 | Tripcli (1900) .. 
2635 Southern Port: ugal (4900) “a 
2638 Phil ippine Islands (1900) one ose 


| 
| 
| 
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Government Publications. 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Report from H.M. Representativeg abroad on subjects of 
foe and commercial interest has also been issued since Ist January, 
901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price, | 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhao 
548 United States.—Beet Sugar Industry wwe 
549 Germany. —Colonial Estimates for 1901 ... ood Id. | 
550 United States.—Zinc Industry 4d. 
551 Africa.—Veterinary Work in British East A ‘Africa and Uganda | 
Protectorates (1898—1900) ... 4d. 
552 France,—Production of Normandy Cider .. cool 2d. 
558 Germany.—German Iron Trade in 1899 and 1900 .., eee] 28d. i 
554 Austria-Hungary.—Sugar Industry of Bohemia... 
555 Russia—Mineral and Metallurgical Industries 


Treaty Series. | 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since 1st January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


{ 

1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Sermeey | 
relative to China 4d, 

2 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and J apan for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons 4d, : 

3 ecession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration f 
additional thereto 3d, 

4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the United 
Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, relative to 
the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders ... ese 1d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. | 
f The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since j 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 

East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. :— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
| 
321 Lagos eee ok wad 
323 St. Helena... eee tee 9d, 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 


under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, — 


on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(ander the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Tntelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Hacise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., ke. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode's office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 234. 
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THE 


Board of Crade Journal. 
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Vol. XXXIV.] 11,1901.. 241. 


In a notice on p. 124 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 

ssible. é 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 

be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 

| | Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 121-3. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Tenders for tenders from such persons as may be willing to 


ing  SUPPly— 
meer yy Colliery boring plant for holes 1,000 feet 


deep. 
The conditions of contract may be seen on application to the 
a 


it 
if 
iif 
7 
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